
Sandia and Santa Ana pueblos are among 37 
tribal nations in 17 states sharing $6.6 million 
in conservation grants announced in late Octo-
ber by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
(USFWS). 

Santa Ana is receiving $198,308 to support its 
wildlife corridor program called A Tribal Link 
in the Chain—the Pueblo of Santa Ana’s Com-
mitment to Wildlife Connectivity and Safe Pas-
sage. The goal is building the pueblo’s capacity 
to benefit and protect wildlife, educate the com-
munity on wildlife connectivity, and contribute 
to improving local and regional wildlife con-
nectivity with a tribal link. 

The pueblo, already recognized for its 
wildlife-restoration work, extends into the 
Jemez Mountains, which connects by wildlife 
corridors to other areas including through Plac-
itas to the Sandia Mountains. Santa Ana is 
working with the New Mexico Department of 
Game and Fish, the state Transportation Depart-
ment, National Wildlife Federation, and the 
New Mexico Wildlife Corridors Action Plan 
Team. 

The Pueblo of Sandia Grasslands Rehabilita-
tion Project will use its $166,548 grant in tack-
ling five-hundred acres of grassland so 
overgrown with cane cholla that the underlying 
ecosystem is stunted or barren. The project 
involves mechanically removing the cholla fol-
lowing a prescription designed by New Mexico 
State University. 

 

The work is expected to dramatically improve 
grass forage for wildlife and plant diversity for 
pollinators, return natural and prescribed fire to 
the landscape, and restore grass conditions in 
part of the treatment area for the pueblo’s bison 
herd, which is of particular importance to the 
tribal culture. 

“Respect for wildlife and their habitats is cen-
tral to Indigenous communities’ relationship 
with our natural world,” Secretary of the Inte-
rior Deb Haaland said in announcing the 
awards. “Since time immemorial, Native Amer-
ican and Alaska Native Tribes have engaged in 
conservation efforts that continue to inform our 
decision-making today.” 

The projects support collaborative works 
within the America the Beautiful initiative in 
restoring, conserving, and protecting tribal 
resources, wildlife habitat and species, the 
member of New Mexico’s Laguna Pueblo 
added. 

The Biden Administration’s America the 
Beautiful initiative sets a goal of conserving 
thirty percent of the country’s land, waters, and 
wildlife by 2030. It also calls up state and fed-
eral leaders to support tribal conservation initia-
tives. 

The Navajo Nation was awarded a $199,240 
grant for a project in Arizona under its Natural 
Heritage Program. The money will help lay the 
foundation for a sustained program to establish 
the black-footed ferret on tribal lands.
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Federal grants boost tribal  
conservation projects   
~SIGNPOST STAFF

Hungry honey bees swarm a hummingbird feeder in eastern Placitas as the season  
heads closer to winter. While bees would prefer plant nectar, they are known to  

gather at such feeders when other food sources aren’t available.

Planners put in play  
ideas for how  
Bernalillo could grow 
~BILL DIVEN

With multiple ways for Bernalillo to go, the conclu-
sion is the same: by 2042 the town will have more 
people, possibly more land, and a community culture 
that has dealt with and helped guide the changes. 

What that means and how it plays out will depend 
in part on the town’s Comprehensive Land Use Plan 
now being updated to look forward twenty years. The 
two draft scenarios presented at an October 12 public 
meeting offered 25 broad goals—community services 
and economic development, for example—and within 
those, 82 separate objectives for achieving them. 

Only about twenty residents participated in the 
meeting in person or remotely. One outcome was to 
rank the objectives prepared by the Albuquerque con-
sulting firm Consensus Planning. 

Combining the rankings with the 198 responses to a 
community survey conducted in June and July will 
contribute to a draft plan to be presented at a public 
meeting sometime in February. Adoption of the final 
plan by the Town Council is forecast for March or 
April. 

Operating under goals from the 2004 plan, the town 
has expanded parks, enhanced the appearance of 
Camino del Pueblo, improved water and wastewater 
services, launched community cleanup days, and con-
centrated commercial development in specified corri-
dors. Improving fire protection also has lowered rates 
for homeowners insurance. 

One victory in preserving Bernalillo’s small-town 
commercial character was convincing Family Dollar 
to front its store on Camino Del Pueblo instead of 
behind its parking lot. The town also adopted a strict 
sign ordinance but loosened it temporarily to help 
businesses struggling during the U.S. Highway 550 
reconstruction project. 

Among the people responding to the recent survey, 
forty percent of whom have lived in Bernalillo for 
twenty or more years, the top four choices for 
expanding economic development were restaurants, 
outdoor recreation, cultural tourism, and health care 
services. About half said the town lacks adequate 
retail and business services, notably restaurants, gro-
cery stores, and arts and entertainment venues. 

More than two-thirds agreed the town should 
encourage development of vacant land or underuti-
lized parcels in areas already largely developed, oth-
erwise known as infill development. 

“Bernalillo is pretty landlocked,” said Jackie Fish-
man, principal-in-charge at Consensus Planning. 
“There’s not a lot of areas to grow, so we’re looking 
at all kinds of opportunities that might present itself, 
but it is a challenge here, as compared to some of our 
other communities.” 
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Find the Signpost online at 
www.sandovalsignpost.com

—continued on page 5
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“Neurolenses have changed my life! I suffer from major 
headaches and whenever I feel one coming, or have 
one, I make sure to wear them. My symptoms  
decrease tremendously and my eyes feel  
more relaxed throughout the day.” 

                          Victoria M. WA (Patient)  
Ask us about Neurolens 
neurolenses.com

Dr. Deidra Casaus, Optometric Physician 
   160 S. Camino Del Pueblo, Bernalillo 

Call for your appointment 
today!  505-771-3937

www.thevisionstorenewmexico.com
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The consultants conducted their own “wind-
shield survey” compiling current land uses. 
That revealed that thirty percent of land within 
the town limits is vacant, including a large par-
cel on the east of Interstate 25 on the frontage 
road north of State Road 165. 

Other land uses were residential, 23 percent; 
open space and drainage, 12 percent; commer-
cial, six percent; industrial, 4.5 percent; agricul-
ture, about two percent; and high-density 
residential, less than one percent. 

While Bernalillo is not growing rapidly, it is 

growing, which raises questions of how to 
house new residents and how to handle density, 
that is: single-family versus multifamily hous-
ing. Also mentioned was preserving agricultural 
activities. 

The alternate scenarios for future growth 
described 566 acres that could be annexed to 
the town on the south and north. Fishman said 
her company encourages towns to do cost-bene-
fit analyses on annexations with property own-
ers agreeing to be annexed.
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From page 1—Bernalillo

AROUND TOWN

SERVICES FOR ALL  
YOUR WATER AND 

CONSTRUCTION NEEDS

DEMOLITION • LOADER • GRADING 
PAD PREPARATION • BACKHOE / BOBCAT SERVICE

While congressional stalemates capture headlines, a collegial hearing of a Sen-
ate subcommittee revealed the federal Bureau of Land Management endorses a 
long-sought ban on gravel mining from its lands in Placitas. 

That simple statement on October 19 came from a top official of the Depart-
ment of the Interior in support of Senate Bill 180, the Buffalo Tract Protection 
Act. Were it to become law, which is multiple steps away, the bill would with-
draw from future mineral development four Placitas parcels administered by 
the BLM totaling nearly 4,300 acres. 

“SB 180 aligns with the Administration’s conservation goals, and the BLM 
supports the bill,” said Steve Feldgus, Ph.D., the Interior Department deputy 
assistant secretary for land and minerals management. His written remarks 
noted the BLM believes the most effective and enduring conservation strategies 
reflect the needs of the local communities. 

Unlike attempts to pass similar Democrat-sponsored bills in the two previous 
two-year congressional session, this time Democrats control the White House, 
the House, and by the barest of margins, the Senate. Appointments to key posi-
tions in the Biden administration also reflect a new emphasis on environmental 
matters. 

Sen. Martin Heinrich, D-N.M., a member of the Senate Energy and Natural 
Resources Committee and its subcommittee, introduced the bill in February 
with his New Mexico colleague Sen. Ben Ray Luján as co-sponsor. Rep. 
Melanie Stansbury, D-N.M., was expected to introduce the House version of 
the bill on November 1. 

Her action picks up where her predecessor, current Secretary of the Interior 
Deb Haaland, left off when she joined Biden’s cabinet earlier this year. Stans-
bury’s congressional district includes southeast Sandoval County. 

“I look forward to continuing to work in partnership with Senator Heinrich, 
Pueblo and Tribal leadership, and communities in Sandoval County to protect 
these lands, waters, and wildlife,” Stansbury said in a statement released to the 
Signpost. 

Local efforts to block the expansion of gravel mining from existing quarries 
along the Interstate 25 frontage road began in the 1990s. Over time a coalition 
developed around dust-related health issues, water use, property values, and 
negative effects on economic development and the environment. 

Central to the issue is the 3,127–acre BLM parcel known as the Buffalo Tract 
in northwest Placitas where it abuts one quarry near Algodones. Vulcan Materi-
als, the current owner of three quarries on the frontage road north of State 
Road 165, has publicly expressed interest in mining a portion of the Buffalo 
Tract after the scheduled closure of its southernmost pit in 2026. 

“This area has seen rapid residential growth and an increasing need for out-
door recreational space,” Heinrich said during the Public Lands, Forests, and 
Mining Subcommittee hearing. “The land in question also serves as a critical 
corridor for wildlife moving between the region’s mountain ranges. 

“The two neighboring pueblos, the Pueblo of Santa Ana and the Pueblo of 
San Felipe, along with the county, the nearest municipality, the neighborhood 
in question, this is actually quite surrounded by residential neighborhoods, and 
homeowners associations as well as local residents all oppose new mineral 
development in the neighborhood.” 

Withdrawing the land also would protect public health, he added. 
“It is time to put an end to this years’ long fight and withdraw these small 

parcels from any future mineral development,” Heinrich continues. “This is 
clearly just the wrong place for additional gravel development.” 

Heinrich’s bill still must pass through the full Senate committee to reach the 
Senate floor for a vote and, if approved, transmittal to the House for its consid-
eration. The mineral withdrawal would not preclude the BLM permitting sur-
face uses of the land. 

For its part, the BLM’s Albuquerque-based Rio Puerco Field Office has been 
trying since 2012 when it released a draft update to complete a resource-man-
agement plan (RMP) that includes the Placitas lands. The field office manages 

Congressional hearing renews effort to protect Placitas public lands  
~BILL DIVEN

—continued on page 7
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one million surface acres and 3.6 million acres of subsurface mineral rights 
spread across six New Mexico counties. 

The BLM, with its mandate to balance multiple land uses and raise revenue, 
uses RMPs to guide decision making for everything from oil drilling and cattle 
grazing leases to public recreation and movie productions. The preferred alter-
native in the 2012 draft proposed an unnamed 201-acre tract isolated in central 
Placitas and a separate 57-acre parcel dubbed San Francisco bordering San 
Felipe Pueblo in northeast Placitas be available for “ownership adjustments” 
through land exchanges. 

The 903-acre Crest of Montezuma in east Placitas also was proposed for 
adjustment, although through transfer to another agency. Attempts several 
years ago to add that acreage to the adjacent Cibola National Forest stalled and 
for now appear dormant. 

A section of the Buffalo Tract was identified as available for mineral leasing 
with some restrictions on surface disturbances. 

(All acreages have been updated from the previous bill although the total of 
4,288 acres remains unchanged.) 

The RMP was nearing its final review at BLM headquarters in late 2020 but 
stalled not long after a federal judge in a Montana case rule the acting BLM 
director was serving illegally and lacked the authority to approve RMPs. The 
Rio Puerco RMP remains under review by the new administration. 

In late September, the Senate confirmed the appointment of Tracy Stone-
Manning as the agency’s first permanent director in nearly five years. Stone-
Manning, most recently a top administrator at the National Wildlife Federation, 
is a past director of the Montana Department of Environmental Quality. 

During the subcommittee hearing, Heinrich questioned Deputy Assistant Sec-
retary Feldgus about when the final Rio Puerco RMP would be released for 
Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham to review and the public to scrutinize.  

“Unfortunately, I can’t provide a date for when that plan will be finalized, 
but it will be fairly soon,” Feldgus said. 

“Days? Months? Years? Pick one,” Heinrich said, adding a smile. 
“I’ll get back with BLM and will come back to you with a more precise 

date,” Feldgus said. 
At Signpost deadline, Heinrich’s office had not yet heard back from Feldgus.

From page 5—Hearing

Placitas Seller’s Market adds 
November 13 to feature special 
holiday gift items for sale 
~NANCY HOLLEY

The Placitas Seller’s Market (formerly the Placitas Flea Market) is 
excited to announce that due to the overwhelming success of this 
year’s Placitas Seller’s Market, the market has added an additional 
Saturday to this year’s schedule. Mark your calendars for Saturday, 
November 13, from 7:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m., for the first Placitas 
Seller’s Holiday Market that many of the vendors will be featuring 
special holiday gift items for sale.  

At the Placitas Seller’s Holiday Market, some of the items you will 
find are beautiful Sabaku artwear shirts, Native American jewelry, 
leather goods, hand-carved wood designs, steel art, Talavera holiday 
pottery, and so much more.  

This past year, the Placitas Seller’s Market donated vendor fees to 
eleven different nonprofits who, in their own individual ways, make a 
positive difference in our community. All vendor fees for this special 
holiday market will be donated to one of the eleven nonprofits who 
were featured this year by drawing the lucky winner’s name from a 
hat. 

Anyone interested in participating in this special Placitas Seller’s 
Holiday Market on November 13 at Homestead Village in Placitas 
can contact Nancy Holley for additional details at 515-4323. Vendor 
space is $10 for each 10 x 10 space. 

AROUND TOWN—CONT I NUED
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AROUND TOWN 
—CONT I NUEDNew project extends US 550 reconstruction 

~SIGNPOST STAFF

GOLDEN YEARS MEDICARE ADVISOR LLC 

I’m here to help you understand MEDICARE. 
Learn about your choices for your health care. 

Call Jonathan Baldonado 505-850-4018 
jonathanabaldonado@gmail.com 

https://www.myuhcagent.com/jonathan.baldonado 
Licensed Sales Agent • Lic. #19858805 

73 Calle Alamito Rd, Bernalillo, NM 87004 
Lifelong Sandoval County resident

• Wills and Trusts 
• Special Needs Trusts 
• Probate and Trust Administration 
• Powers of Attorney 
• Health Care Documents 
• Elder Law 
• Guardianship and Conservatorship 

During this time, we will be offering phone and video  
conferencing. We also have emergency procedures  

for isolated individuals to complete documents.

Mrs. Pickel has a Master of Laws (LL.M.) in Estate Planning and Elder Law, 
 is the former chair of the Elder Law Section of the New Mexico Bar, 

is the former division chair of the Estate and Trust division of Real Property,  
Estate and Trust Section of the New Mexico Bar, is a member of the  

National Academy of Elder Law Attorneys, and was a prior board member  
of the Greater Albuquerque Habitat for Humanity. 

She served as an Assistant Judge Advocate General (JAG)  
with the U. S. Air Force before settling in Placitas.

JOHANNA A. PICKEL, LLC 
Business office locations in 
both Placitas and Albuquerque

Estate Planning & Elder Law Firm

(505) 798-2515 
01 Ridge Court, Placitas, New Mexico 87043 

4801 Lang Avenue, NE • Suite 110 • Albuquerque, New Mexico 87109 
johanna@johannapickel.com • www.johannapickel.com

Three eastbound lanes of U.S. Highway 550 shrink to one at the  
Rio Grande bridge slowing traffic to a crawl through Bernalillo  

while a paving crew works both sides of the reconstruction project  
on a Friday afternoon. The backup of westbound traffic extending 

onto Interstate 25 can be seen above the arrow board.
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The FNF Construction paving crew has time on its hands while waiting for 
more asphalt to arrive on Oct. 22. While the paving of U.S. 550 indicates the 

rebuilding project that began in late 2019 is nearly complete, the lane closures 
frustrated untold numbers of motorists caught in the backups.

Completing the $35 million rebuilding of U.S. Highway 550 through Bernalillo 
remains advertised for later this year, perhaps even this month, and none too 
soon for motorists caught in recent backups. 

Meanwhile, a new project, rehabbing the older US 550 bridges over the Rio 
Grande, is to begin this month and extend into July, according to the New 
Mexico Department of Transportation. 

On October 22, the final paving of about 0.7 miles between the Rio Grande 
and Camino del Pueblo—the eastern section of the current project—reduced 

the six lanes to one in each direction. Barely crawling backups extended east to 
include traffic on Interstate 25 exit lanes, west into Rio Rancho, and clogged 
both State Road 528 and Sheriff’s Posse Road coming into the work zone from 
the south. 

Motorists noticed the paving equipment operators and crew relaxing and 
standing around, waiting for more asphalt to arrive. One 18-wheel dump truck 
was seen approaching after apparently using the Calle Don Tomas residential 
street to avoid the congested main route. —continued on page 10
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A stalled section of the commercial-
residential @Rio project in Bernalillo 
took a step forward in October by 
clearing the town Planning and Zon-
ing Commission. 

RUSSCO Properties LLC is pro-
posing to build @Rio South with 28 
single-family homes and 37 town-
homes on about 19 acres. The devel-
opment is about 0.2 miles south of 
U.S. Highway 550 and located 
between Sheriff’s Posse Road and the 
west bank of the Rio Grande. 

The P&Z Commission, at its Octo-
ber 5 meeting, recommended the 
Town Council approve a zone change 
for the property from R-R (Rural-
Residential) to R-2 (Multiple-Family 
Residential).  

Unlike past meetings on the proj-
ect, only two neighbors spoke against 
the zone change, citing a traffic study 
as too narrow to measure all the 
impacts on Sheriff’s Posse Road. 

The project has had a bumpy ride 
reaching this point. Early in 2019, the Town Council approved a zone changes 
for the then-13-acre @Rio South. At the same time, the separate 11-acre @Rio 
North project won a zone change from R-R to C-1 (Commercial) that would 
allow a mix of multi-family homes and commercial buildings on the property. 

However, the 12-month deadline to begin construction expired as the 
COVID pandemic sped up, so zoning for both properties reverted to R-R. 

RUSSCO and Zach Snyder, one of its principals, were back in October, 
2020, again requesting R-2 zoning for @Rio South and C-1 for @Rio North. 
The south property now was listed as 19 acres to include the arroyo on its 
northern border where a conceptual plan shows a bridge from Sandoval Lane 
providing indirect access to the property from Sheriff’s Posse. 

The P&Z Commission again recommended approval after hearing numerous 
residents living along Sheriff’s Posse Road complain about traffic and the lack 
of a traffic study. Neighbors appealed rezoning the southern parcel, the Town 
Council agreed a traffic study was needed, and that zone change returned to 
the P&Z Commission until a study could be completed. 

And there it sat as narrow and rural Sheriff’s Posse Road, already a source of 
neighborhood complaints over its use as a shortcut between US 550 and State 
Road 528, frequently became clogged with traffic dodging construction on US 
550. 

The traffic study presented at the October 5 meeting found the project and 
the proposed two-hundred multi-family homes and 30,000 square feet of com-
mercial space to the north would not worsen traffic on Sheriff’s Posse beyond 
acceptable levels of service. 

It’s one recommendation for Sheriff’s Posse Road was a left-turn lane on to 
Sandoval Lane after @Rio South builds its fiftieth home. 

“Not recognizing what that would do to the length of Sheriff’s Posse is not a 
position I think the town should take,” Bosque Encantado resident Joe Watt 
said told P&Z commissioners, adding he wasn’t necessarily opposed to the 
rezoning. “It is not fair to ask Zach Snyder to do a study of the entirety of the 
road, but at same time to accept a study that says that hundreds of homes and 
commercial property is essentially going to have no impact on the road, I can’t 
accept that.” 

The study also found the left turn lane from westbound US 550 to Sheriff’s 
Posse Road is too short for expected traffic waiting for a green light. And 
westbound US 550 traffic will need a deceleration lane for the proposed right-
in/right-out access to the commercial strip between Sheriff’s Posse Road and 
the Rio Grande. 

That commercial access as seen in the conceptual drawing also would con-
nect to Sandoval Lane at the bridge 

Traffic  
complaints 
remain as  
riverside  
development 
advances 
~BILL DIVEN

—continued on page 11



At 6:00 p.m. that evening, a project 
alert warned paving would continue 
the next morning, a Saturday, with 
only eastbound traffic reduced to one 
lane after the westbound work 
wrapped up. 

West of the river, work progresses 
on reconfiguring the US 550-NM 528 
intersection, that last major goal of 
the main project that began in Octo-
ber, 2019. 

The river crossing consists of three 
bridges, the newest completed in 
2018, at a cost of $13 million, that 
includes extending a third westbound 
lane to Jemez Dam Road. Down-
stream are two two-lane bridges built 
in 1986. 

Those two bridges created the four-
lane crossing—now becoming six 
lanes. The job, estimated to cost about 
$1.3 million, will upgrade the older 
bridge decks, replace an existing joint, 
and rejoin the structures to create 
what will appear to be a single six-
lane bridge at street-level. 

When the final touches are done, 
the state, and its contractors since 
2014, will have widened nearly three 
miles of US 550 to six lanes from 
Interstate 25 through Bernalillo and a 
portion of Santa Ana Pueblo to west 
of NM 528 in Rio Rancho. The first 
project included a complete rebuild of 
the I-25/US 500/State Road 165 inter-
change.
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From page 8—US 550

Fresh For Less 
OPEN IN BERNALILLO • STOP IN! 

FRESH PRODUCE  
CHILE RISTRAS • CHILE PRODUCTS 

BEAUTIFUL MEXICAN IMPORTS

Store Phone: 505-916-0538 
Viry: 505-918-9347 • Cesar: 505-484-0724 

Jorge: 505-720-8496

CONTACT US

It’s CHILE SEASON—Get Yours Today!  
We are roasting Green Chile  

from Hatch and Lemitar

242 US HWY 550 
IN BERNALILLO

NOW SERVING FRESH 
FRUIT COCKTAILS  

& NATURAL FRUIT 
AGUAS FRESCAS

Like everyone, you’d like to enjoy a long, healthy, 
independent life. But the future is unknowable, 
so it’s a good idea to prepare for a variety of out-
comes—including the possible need for long-
term care. 

Consider the following: 
• Someone turning age 65 today has almost a 

70% chance of eventually needing some type of 
long-term care service, according to the U.S. 
Department of Health and Human Services.  

• The median annual cost for a private room in 
a nursing home is about $105,000, and it’s almost 
$55,000 for home health aide services, according 
to the insurance company Genworth. 

Medicare also may cover very few of these 
costs. Consequently, it’s a good idea to include 
potential long-term care costs in your planning. 
While everyone’s situation is different, you may 
want to budget for two to three years’ worth of 
long-term care expenses.  

But how can you prepare for these costs? 
Essentially, you’ve got three options:  

• You could self-insure. If you would like to 
cover the costs of long-term care out of your own 
pocket, you’ll need to consider a few issues: How 
will these potential costs affect your family? How 
might your other goals be affected, or even 
altered, by your decision to self-insure? Will you 
have to adjust your investment mix or designate 
certain investments to help achieve your self-
funding objectives? None of these questions 
should dissuade you from trying to self-fund for 
long-term care, but they can help you clarify the 
significance of this choice within your overall 
financial strategy.  

• You could transfer the risk to an insur-
ance company. You could purchase either long-
term care insurance or a life insurance policy 
that provides long-term care benefits in addition 
to a death benefit. Before obtaining either type of 
policy, though, you’ll want to know exactly what 
the policies cover and when they kick in. Also, be 
aware that the younger you are when you buy a 

policy, the lower the premiums. On the other 
hand, if you buy a straight long-term care policy 
when you’re young, you could end up paying pre-
miums for many years for coverage you may 
never need. A financial advisor can help you 
evaluate all your insurance options and recom-
mend which one, if any, is appropriate for your 
situation. 

• You could combine self-insurance with an 
insurance policy. You could plan to self-insure 
for long-term care for a limited time—perhaps 
one year’s worth of anticipated costs—and then 
buy enough insurance for additional expenses. 
This technique could involve some juggling on 
your part, in terms of where to direct your 
money, but it might prove to be a workable com-
promise between self-insurance and putting all 
your long-term care resources into an insurance 
policy.  

Which of these methods is right for you? 
There’s no one “right” answer for everyone. But 
whichever route you choose, you’ll be helping to 
protect yourself—and possibly your grown chil-
dren or other family members—from the poten-
tially huge costs of long-term care. And that 
protection can help brighten your outlook 
throughout your retirement. 

FINANCIAL FOCUS— 
Be prepared for long-term care costs

Lucas Romero 
Financial Advisor  

240 S. Camino Del Pueblo  
Ste B, Bernalillo, NM 87004 

505-867-9635 

This article was written by Edward Jones for use by your local 
Edward Jones Financial Advisor. Edward Jones is a licensed insur-
ance producer in all states and Washington, D.C., through Edward 
D. Jones & Co., L.P., and in California, New Mexico and Massa-
chusetts through Edward Jones Insurance Agency of California, 
L.L.C.; Edward Jones Insurance Agency of New Mexico, L.L.C.; 
and Edward Jones Insurance Agency of Massachusetts, L.L.C. 

 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
Older Americans Act Services 
Sandoval County Senior Services  
 
A Public Hearing will be held on 

 
Thursday November 15, 2021 at 10:00 a.m. 

This year’s Public Hearing will be done virtually (online)  
at your local Senior Center.   

 
The purpose of the hearing is to provide the public  

an opportunity to provide input on the senior services  
currently being provided, recommendations on any service  

improvement, and/or expansion of services. 
 

All comments, recommendations and suggestions  
provided will be part of the public record for this hearing.   

Transportation to the public hearing will be provided  
for seniors 60+ by calling (505) 867-7535 

 
If you cannot attend, you can submit  

written comments by mailing them to: 
Sandoval County Senior Services  

P.O. Box 40 
Bernalillo, NM 87004 

or hand deliver the comments to:  
Sandoval County Senior Services 

1500 Idalia Rd, Bldg. D.  
Bernalillo, NM  87004  



to @Rio South and also serve @Rio North. 
The @Rio South rezoning is expected to be reintroduced in a Town Council meeting this month 

with voting on it and the @Rio North zone change happening in December. By Signpost deadline 
no appeals had been filed on either rezoning. 

The overall @Rio project kicked off in September, 2018, with a groundbreaking on the west bank 
of the Rio Grande. The developers envisioned 14 acres of mixed residential and commercial devel-
opment fronting both sides of US 550 connected by a walkway passing under the Rio Grande 
bridge. 

By that time, Bosque Brewing was operating on the north property having renovated the former 
Jackalope store for the brewing operation and adding on a two-story taproom overlooking the river.

From page 9—Development
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Residents living along rural Sheriffs Posse Road have long complained  
about being a shortcut between U.S. Highway 550 and State Road 528,  
the northern entrance to Rio Rancho. Here motorists trying to dodge the  

reconstruction of US 550 and its NM 528 intersection line up near Sandoval Lane.

—
B
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EN

Rachael Tingen, DMD

For the best general dentistry

3 Homesteads Rd., Ste. B 
Placitas, NM 87043

~ NOTICE ~ 
SANDOVAL COUNTY PROPERTY TAXPAYERS 

 
THE FIRST HALF OF THE 2021 PROPERTY TAXES  

BECOME DELINQUENT ON DECEMBER 11, 2021.  TAXES 
NOT PAID PRIOR TO THE DELINQUENT DATE ACCRUE  

INTEREST AT THE RATE OF ONE (1) PERCENT PER 
MONTH AS WELL AS A PENALTY OF ONE (1) PERCENT 

PER MONTH UP TO FIVE (5) PERCENT. 
 

The Sandoval County Treasurer’s Office will be open Monday-
Friday. 8:00 a.m.-5:00p.m. Appointments before 8:00 a.m. or 
after 5:00 p.m. will be made available during tax season upon 

request.  If you have any questions concerning your tax bill  
or would like to request an appointment, please contact our  

office, (505) 867-7581 or call toll free, 1-800-332-8022. 
 

Use our website to access your property tax records,  
obtain information on your account, and make on-line  

payments @ sandovalcountynm.gov/paytaxes.   
You may pay over the phone at 1-877-727-3090. 

 
Please note that the Treasurer cannot remove penalty  

or interest on delinquent accounts.  
 

Check Payments should be mailed to: 
 

Sandoval County Treasurer’s Office 
P.O. Box 27139 

Albuquerque, NM  87125-7139 

The Sandoval Extension Master Gardeners are now accepting applications and fees for the 2022 
Intern Class. The training program will begin January 10 and will consist of 15 weeks of core 
topics, plus electives and hands-on workshops. Each topic is addressed by a video presentation 
by a specialist and supplemented with online references and reading material that can be 
accessed by interns at any time during the week of a scheduled class. A weekly live online Q&A 
session provides the opportunity for interns to interact with specialists. 

Class size is limited. Acceptance of applications is based on date of application, receipt of $175 
fee, and conduct of phone interview after receipt of application. If the number of applications 
exceeds the maximum class size, preference will be given to residents of Sandoval County. 

The 2022 Intern Application form is available on the website at: 
sandovalmastergardeners.org website.

Master Gardener Intern  
Class applications sought 
~JANET BLAIR
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3411 Girard NE 
NM Lic. #80039

WWW.SODECOWATER.COM Nearly  New  
A Repeat Boutique Operated by Bound for Success, Inc.

836 Camino Del Pueblo, BERNALILLO, NM 87004  •  771-8228 
bound4success.org • OPEN: Wed-Sat. 10am-4pm • Tues by appt. only

Want to stay warm & toasty? 
No need to hesitate or hibernate. 

ALL COATS & JACKETS now 25% OFF! 
Huge selection of leather, down, suede, 

 cashmere, wool & faux fur!

Camino Real Antiques 
& Collectibles

HOURS: Daily 10am to 5pm • 867-7448 
1101 Camino del Pueblo / P. O. Box 1960, Bernalillo

"Cornucopia"—an abundant supply  
of good things of a specified kind. 
That definition fits us to a tea! 
Speaking of tea, all Kitchen &  
Dining items are 25% OFF. 
Grace your table with vintage teapots, teacups,  
serving platters & stemware!
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When the five-day International Western 
Music Association rolls into Albu-
querque this month, KUPR-FM DJ 
Bobbi Jean Bell will be there as an 
award nominee. 

Bell, who hosts the OutWest Hour at 
on 99.9, at 4:00 p.m., on Saturdays, 
already can claim two recent awards for 
Radio DJ/Radio Program of the Year. 
Those were Nashville-area co-host Gary 
Holt, but this time the nomination is all 
hers. 

KUPR describes Bell as wild about the 
West with a broad knowledge of West-
ern music, swing, poetry, prose, Cowboy 
Country, and more. She ran a concert 
series in California before she and her 
husband moved to Albuquerque. 

In a different way, KUPR already is a 
winner having just renewed its broad-
casting license for another eight years. 
The Las Placitas Association founded 
the low-power FM station, which began 
broadcasting on May 4, 2014. 

The volunteer team of DJs and staff 
cover a spectrum of musical interests 
from local New Mexico talent to Span-
ish, Indigenous, and jazz, blues, classic 
rock and opera. Interviews and poetry 
also are in the mix. 

The station is listener-supported rely-
ing mostly on donations and themed 

KUPR country DJ 
earns recognition  
~SIGNPOST STAFF

—BILL DIVEN 
Area residents in need of, or just want-
ing, a COVID test can find them 
through a drive-up program at the 
Bernalillo Recreation Center. 

The self-administered PCR diagnos-
tic test performed with a nasal swab 
collecting material from the nose is 
available by appointment Monday-Fri-
day, from 8:00 to noon. People receive 
their results in 24-72 hours. 

Registering for an appointment can 
only be done online through 
Curative.com. Select Bernalillo Recre-
ation Center, a date and time, and also 
find directions on how to take the test. 

The drive-up test involves parking in 
front of the Recreation Center in 
Rotary Park, waiting in your vehicle 
and showing your appointment confir-
mation to the Recreation Department 
staff person who brings out the testing 
supplies. Staff people can provide test-
ing directions but do not administer 

the test. 
Parents can perform the test on chil-

dren. 
During a presentation to the Town 

Council, Recreation Director Jason 
Soto said the PCR test is highly 
regarded and is used for job and travel 
requirements and for personal checks 
after possible exposures. Test results 
are sent directly from the labs to the 
participants. 

As of late October, the town had 
provided 2,800 tests since mid-August. 
The testing site is the only one in the 
county open daily to the public 
through Curative.com. 

PCR stands for polymerase chain 
reaction and is molecular test that uses 
the nasal sample to detect genetic 
material from the virus. The test gener-
ally is considered more reliable than 
rapid tests in providing true positive 
and negative results. 

COVID testing site active in Bernalillo 
~SIGNPOST STAFF

The town of Bernalillo has launched its annual Kids Coat Drive. The 
program that benefits town youth is asking for new coats in all child 
sizes. Donations can be dropped off at Town Hall on South Camino del 
Pueblo, Monday to Friday, from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., through 
November 19. 

Residents whose child needs a coat can inquire about the program at 
Town Hall or call 867-3311. Questions about the program also can be 
directed there. (Since October 24, the 505 area code must be included to 
make local calls.)

Town seeks donations of  
youth-size coats  
~SIGNPOST STAFF

fundraising events. Program sched-
ules and more information about 
DJs, operations, and events can be 
found at KUPR.org.

REAL  
P EOPLE

Chief Master Sergeant (Ret) Pete Gurulé Jr. 
March 28, 1930 - October 12, 2021  

The end of an era has left a mark on history when the Gurulé family lost their oldest 
member. For almost a century he lived his life as a good and generous man; he was 
light-hearted, faithful, and devoted to his family. He cared a great deal for all the 
people he was connected to and helped anyone who ever asked. He proudly served 
in the US Air Force for a third of his life. When he retired he returned to his roots in 
Placitas to give back to the community. He was an amazing brother, husband, father, 
grandfather, and great grandfather who will be greatly missed. 

Pete was born and raised in Placitas, NM, son of Pedro Gurulé and Aurelia 
Gurulé, and brother of Catalina Gurulé, Josefita Miera, Martin Gurulé, Clory Gurulé, 
Grace Trujillo, and Lizzie Archibeque. Growing up Pete recognized all the hard work 
and accomplishments his parents had achieved. His mother, a midwife, delivered 
over 300 babies and still managed to be a full-time mother and gardener. His father 
had been a board member of San Antonio de las Huertas Land Grant and owned the 
convenience store in the village. Even from humble beginnings, Pete was destined 
for greatness because of his values that stemmed from his heritage.  

Pete graduated from Bernalillo High School in 1950 and enlisted in the US Air 
Force to serve his country. When he was stationed in Austin, TX, in 1953 he met the 
love of his life, Virginia Ramon, and they were married September 10, 1954. When 
he started his family, the Korean war had begun and he had to leave his bride and 
unborn child with his mother and sisters in Placitas. During her time in Placitas, 
Virginia learned to cook all of Pete’s favorite meals, including beans, rice, and green 
chile stew. After the birth of his son, Pete Gurulé III, and his safe return back home, 
he and his family began their travels. During their time moving around, they had a 
second son, Gordon Gurulé, and third son Anthony Gurulé. Pete and his family were 
stationed in places like California, Louisiana, Turkey, and Hawaii to name a few.   

He served over 31 years in the Air Force and earned the highest rank of Chief 
Master Sergeant. When he decided to retire in April of 1982, he came back to New 
Mexico and bought a house in Albuquerque.  

“This was a perfect compromise, allowing us to be close to the rest of the family, 
but residing in the city,” Pete said as he reminisced on his life, “since Albuquerque is 
the ‘crossroads’ between east and west of two major interstates, it was easier for 
family and friends to visit.” 

Through his travels he made lifelong friends that he kept in touch with by send-
ing a Christmas letter each year updating everyone on how he and Virginia were 
doing and what the family had been up to. Everywhere Pete went he found a way to 
help in the community. 

“ During our military career, Virginia and I often volunteered for various com-
munity projects; we have been active in the church and boy scouting., Pete said. 
“Virginia was a den mother and I was certified as a scoutmaster.” 

Pete wasn’t completely ready to retire, when honorably discharged from service, 
so he worked part-time at Sears, and then later on the Kirtland Air Force base. He 
wanted to make use of his GI bill and so he went to TVI and took carpentry classes. 
He used his skills to help add-on to his Albuquerque home, and used what his 
mother had taught him about gardening to grow his own green chile. He became an 
active member of the San Antonio de Las Huertas Land Grant board of trustees, and 
helped secure funding through Congress for government grants.  

When his son Pete III was struggling in raising his kids, Pete and Virginia 

stepped in to help him raise his four youngest daughters. He took foster classes and 
provided a stable home for his grandchildren. When most people his age were start-
ing retirement, going on cruises and golfing he chose to start all over in raising two 
moody teenagers and two toddlers. He taught them the value of hard work, helped 
them plan for life, and to recover when life didn’t go as planned. He taught them the 
power of faith and to not worry so much, that things work out the way they are sup-
posed to. When his grandchildren grew up and started to venture out on their own, 
he supported them emotionally and always kept his home open to come back, even 
if it was just for a quick cup of coffee before work, a Saturday dinner, or a holiday.  

In August of 2004, Pete and Virginia had celebrated their 50th wedding anniver-
sary, with all of their friends and family, by renewing their vows at their church. He 
reminisced over all the wonderful years he had spent with his wife, and was very 
grateful.  

“By the grace of God, our health is holding, and neither of us can complain too 
much,” he said during the planning of their 50th anniversary event. 

He and Virginia had about 13 more years together after that. Pete was given sad 
news when his wife began to have strokes after she fell. The doctors told him she 
wouldn’t make it too much longer and when she was put on hospice, Pete took her 
home and willed her to live a year longer. His granddaughters took turns taking care 
of her to give him some relief, but he never let up, he wasn’t going to let her die 
without a fight. When she passed away, the day after Thanksgiving, he held the line 
to keep his family strong in her absence. He continued to go to church, visited his 
sister weekly, and cared for family. He missed her everyday, and kept her in his 
heart.  

As Pete was approaching his own mortality, he put on a brave face for his family 
when he found out he had cancer. He accepted it and put his faith in God.  

“When he’s ready to take me, he’ll take me,;it will be ok.” He said. “God gave me a 
good, mostly healthy life, and for that I am forever grateful.”  

Pete lived his life with great purpose and he definitely left his mark on this world, 
and it was better because of him. 

 
SERVICES SCHEDULE: 
Friday, Nov 5th, 12:00pm-4:00pm—Viewing at Daniels Wyoming Chapel 

7601 Wyoming Blvd NE, Albuquerque NM 87109, 6:00pm Rosary at Our Lady of 
Sorrows Catholic Church 301 Camino Del Pueblo Bernalillo NM 87043. 

Saturday, Nov 6th, 9:00am—Mass, also at Our Lady of Sorrows, immediately 
after a Military interment will take place at Placitas Catholic Cemetery. 

Condolences can be left at: www.danielsfunerals.com.

Blessings Day 2021 

For over twenty years, the members of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul  
at Our Lady of Sorrows and members of our wonderful community have 

helped to make the holiday season special for over eighty families. 
Our goal is to make the holiday brighter for over 180 children in 

Bernalillo, Placitas, Algodones, and San Felipe who would probably not 
have any gifts to enjoy during this holiday season. A gift card from Target 
will be presented to each referred child on December 11, while the family 
will be provided the essentials for a complete Christmas dinner, including  

a turkey and other grocery items. Your help is greatly needed to  
accomplish this. You may support the Blessings Day project by  

by mailing a tax-deductible check payable to: 
Blessings Day / St. Vincent de Paul to:  

Our Lady of Sorrows/SVDP, P.O. Box 607, Bernalillo, NM 87004. 
On behalf of all who will benefit, we thank you so much for your gen-

erosity. St. Vincent de Paul Society is a 501c3 organization. 
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What a wonderful celebration! Partici-
pating donors and our guests were 
pleased to celebrate opening the new 
Kellum-Rose and Deuel Wing! Every-
thing that could be in place was in 
order because every PCL board mem-
ber, as well as a wide range of PCL 
volunteers and community members 
contributed to the success. Thank you 
to all.  

PCL continues its commitment to 
serve our community in myriad ways. 
In addition to the rotating art exhibits 

in the Gracie Lee Community Room 
and activities of the Adult and Chil-
dren’s Programs, the library has other 
periodic celebratory offerings, the 
Community Giving Tree and an 
exhibit featuring the San Antonio de 
las Huertas Land Grant.  

A partnership between Casa Rosa 
Food Pantry, Sophia’s Giving Circle, 
and Placitas Community Library 
brings an opportunity for our commu-
nity to support a child’s wish for the 
holidays. A tree will be raised in the 

Grand opening of PCL’s  
new wing a success 
~DORIS FIELDS, BOARD CHAIR, PLACITAS COMMUNITY LIBRARY

Land Grant family tree

library on November 12, with ornaments including information about a local 
child’s wish. Identities will remain confidential. Community members may 
help. Simply grab an ornament off the tree, read info on the back of the 
ornament, take your ornament over to the Help Desk volunteer who will 
record which ornament you have chosen, go have tons of fun finding some-
thing between $20-25 that will fulfill the child’s wish, and then bring your 
unwrapped gift back to the Library no later than December 12, 2021. 

Do you know the focus of the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo? How much 
do you know about Land Grants? Do you know there is a Land Grant in 
Placitas? Wouldn’t you like to know more? The Collin Meeting Room 
(CMR) in Placitas Community Library (PCL) continues presenting parts of 
Placitas History. From mid-November through February, the reinvigorated 
CMR will feature an exhibit focused on historic Land Grants. There will be 
a reception with refreshments on December 4, at 2:00 p.m. in the CMR. This 
can be one of the opportunities to talk with members of Placitas’ historic 
Land Grant.
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Steven L. Hartman, MD, Medical Director 
Rachel Rankin, MD • Rachel Marzec, FNP-PMHNP  

Felina Ortiz, CNM • Rebecca Casalino, CFNP 
Brie Anaya, CFNP • Stephen V. Roper, CFNP 

Jennifer Webb, LPCC • Madeleine Stevens, LPCC 
Sandra Fortier, LCSW

• Women’s Health 
• Prenatal Services 
• Comprehensive Family 
  Medicine 

• Same Day Appointments 
• Family Planning 
• Behavioral Health

Monday 8 am—5 pm • Tuesday 8 am—5 pm 
Wednesday 8 am—8 pm • Thursday 8 am—5 pm 

Friday 8 am—5 pm 

121 Calle Del Presidente 
Bernalillo, New Mexico 87004

COVID vaccinations 
and COVID testing  
FREE OF CHARGE.  

Call for your  
appointment.

It’s everything a new homeowner 
might want: space with room to 
grow, that fresh-paint smell, lots of 
windows, security, and an after-
noon Amtrak train rumbling by 
indicating it’s almost quitting time. 

Wait. Amtrak? What? 
Welcome to the new administra-

tive headquarters of Sandoval 
County Fire Rescue. Built as part 
of the Rail Runner Express com-
muter-train project, the building 
initially was touted as a source of 
retail services, like coffee-to-go for 
train and bus commuters using the 
Sandoval County/U.S. 550 station. 

That never happened, and since 
then, it’s been a state labor agency 
office, sheriff’s substation, and 
occasional public meetings site. 
Left vacant, it then centered in an 
ownership conflict between the 
county and the Rio Metro Regional 
Transit District resolved early this 
year with everyone walking away 

happy. 
Among the happiest would be 

SCFR Chief Eric Masterson whose 
administrative staff now has real 
offices and workspace without 
waiting for the new Public Safety 
Complex. That $10.6-million-dollar 
project was intended to house the 
fire department, sheriff’s office, 
and Emergency Operations Center 
on the county campus in southwest 
Bernalillo. 

The county is about to solicit 
bids for the project after scaling 
back its size amid dramatic 
increases in the cost of building 
materials and a potential labor 
shortage extending construction 
time. 

SCFR’s part of the project was to 
cost about $900,000 while renova-
tion of the new building had 
reached $550,000 with some bills 
still to come, Masterson said. 

“We were able to move in right 

The move-in to Sandoval County Fire Rescue’s new headquarters was still  
underway when (left to right) Emergency Manager Theresa Greeno,  
Deputy Chief-Fire Marshal Carlos Chavez and Chief Eric Masterson  
posed in the lobby. The building near the Sandoval County/US 550  

Rail Runner station originally was built as part of the commuter-rail project.

away instead of waiting 18 months for the public safety building,” Masterson added. 
“It has access to 550 and I-25, and it has space… We can spread out, host meetings, 
training sessions, things we didn’t have at the other building.” 

Also new, is a dependable information-technology network and, eventually, a sec-
ond Emergency Operations Center putting that critical infrastructure on both sides of 
the Rio Grande, he added. At 7,500 square feet plus an added 800-square-foot stor-
age bay, the new quarters are more than three times the size of the previous building 
with room to grow. 

The past administrative office, across from Athena Park near downtown Bernalillo, 

PUBL IC SA F E TY
County fire administration settles 
into spacious quarters 
~SIGNPOST STAFF

—continued next page



As Sandoval County welcomes two 
new ambulances courtesy of Santa 
Ana Pueblo, an older ambulance is 
moving to the town of Bernalillo. 

The county approached the pueblo 
last year about providing additional 
ambulances, and the tribal council 
agreed. At their October 21 meeting, 
county commissioners formally 
accepted the donation from the pueblo, 
which borders Rio Rancho and 
Bernalillo. 

“We are their contract provider for 
fire and EMS throughout the entire 
pueblo,” Sandoval County Fire Rescue 
Chief Eric Masterson said. “They 
passed a resolution and procured two 
ambulances to our specifications last 
year.” 

The vehicles recently arrived, have 
passed inspection, and are being 
brought into the county inventory by 
the Public Works Department, he 
added. 

“This really demonstrates the great 
partnership that we have with Santa 
Ana Pueblo and working well together 
and being sure we’re serving this area 
of the community,” Commission Chair 
David Heil said. “It isn’t just serving 
Santa Ana Pueblo with the ambu-
lances. It’s also serving communities 
in surrounding areas.” 

County Fire Station 21 is located on 

the pueblo just off Tamaya Boulevard, 
north of the intersection of U.S. High-
way 550 and State Road 528. 

During the meeting, commissioners 
also approved donating an ambulance 
no longer used by the county to 
Bernalillo for use by its fire depart-
ment. Public Works Director Mark 
Hatzenbuhler said the town had 
approached the county about acquiring 
the 2002 Ford F250 

In other action, commissioners 
approved an agreement with the state 
Department of Transportation to 
replace an aging bridge on County 
Road 11 south of Cuba. The county 
previously received money to design 
replacements for four bridges but only 
was awarded money for one of the 
shovel-ready projects. 

A large culvert will replace the 
bridge over an arroyo about four miles 
south of Cuba’s southern town limits. 
The project will cost $1.4 million with 
the county paying $70,000 and the 
state Transportation Project Fund cov-
ering the rest. 

The county will put the project out 
for bids after the agreement with the 
state is finalized.
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Enchantment Acupuncture LLC 

Pain? Anxiety? Stress? PTSD? Migraines? 
Acupuncture helps with all of these! 
 
I offer a balanced approach to  
Holistic Health and Pain Management through 
Acupuncture • Cupping • Facial Cupping • Chinese Herbal Formulas 
 

Call to set up your initial appointment today 
(505) 401-7738  

Jessica Irusta, Doctor of Oriental Medicine 
Diplomat of Oriental Medicine • Lic. DOM1129 

Office: 3 Homesteads Rd, Suite G, Placitas, NM 87043 

www.EnchantmentAcupunture.com

Santa Ana Pueblo adds to county’s 
ambulance fleet 
~BILL DIVEN

From page 16— 
Quarters
is remembered as a repurposed volunteer fire station built in the 1970s 
where only the chief had an office. The closest Masterson came to complain-
ing about the new space was noting he no longer can just speak out his 
office door to summon staff from their cubicles. 

Masterson and crew had moved in by mid-October with boxes still to 
unpack, most office walls bare and a short punch list left to finish the build-
ing renovation. By then, the storage bay was done, added offices extended 
into the spacious lobby, security fencing neared completion, and the metal 
sign for the front façade was expected to arrive shortly. 

The county anticipates holding a formal dedication in mid-November. 
The county built the building in 2009 as one contribution to the state Rail 

Runner project, another being a passenger rail car bearing the county’s 
name. The transit district dutifully made lease-purchase payments through 
2019 but caught the county off guard when it asked for title to the building 
the county thought it owned. 

Digging into records revealed the county’s agreement with the district had 
been something of a handshake deal without the required blessing by the 
state and the County Commission. Ultimately the county kept the building 
after paying the district $300,000, the difference between the lease-purchase 
payments and what fair-market rent would have been. 

The county also retained two pieces of vacant land behind the building. 
Discussions underway may add a small piece of private land to unify a 
roughly five-acre tract. 

Looking ahead, Masterson can envision a fire training facility, complete 
with a drill tower, still leaving room to expand the building as the need 
arises. 

“If we get all that, I’m certain people will be working here forty years 
down the road,” he said.

OPEN: Monday–Friday 10am-5:30pm  
Saturday 10am-4pm  • harrisjewelersnm.com

JEWELERS &  

GEMOLOGISTS 

892-3841 

909 36th Pl. SE 
Rio Rancho 

(Across from 
Turtle Mountain Pub)

 ©
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New Mexico classical music enthusiasts will enjoy one of the world’s 
premier young pianists on November 14 when Placitas Artists Series 
(PAS) presents Tetiana Shafran at its 3:00 p.m. concert. The event will 
be held live at Las Placitas Presbyterian Church in Placitas and will 
also be livestreamed for audiences at home.  

The Ukrainian-born Shafran began playing piano at age three, gradu-
ated from the Lysenko Special Music School and the Tchaikovsky 
National Music Academy of Ukraine in 2012 and attended the Yablon-
skaya Piano Academy from 2015-2017. In 2019, Shafran won gold at 
the prestigious Olga Kern International Piano Competition in New 
Mexico, which afforded her a cash prize and professional recording on 
the Steinway & Sons label. She has also been a prize winner at 24 
other international piano competitions and performed at renowned con-
cert halls in Europe, North and South America, Africa, and Asia. 

For her Placitas appearance, Shafran plans on performing Chopin’s 
Rondo in E-flat Major, Op. 16 and Mazurka in a minor, Op. 17, No. 4; 
Rachmaninoff’s Sonata No. 2 in b-flat minor, Op. 36; Ravel’s “Gas-
pard de la Nuit,” M. 55; and the Tchaikovsky-Pletnev suite, The Sleep-
ing Beauty. 

Individual, season, and livestream concert tickets can be purchased at 
PlacitasArtistsSeries.org, where the concert program, musician bios, 
and more may also be found. K-12 students with a parent can attend 
for free. See additional information in our ad on page two of this Sign-
post. 

Along with the concert, a juried visual art exhibition will be available 
to live performance attendees in the church’s Fellowship Hall. Featured 
artists will include Maria Baca, photography; Allen Bourne, photogra-
phy; Meg Leonard, oil and pastel; and Carol Allen, jewelry. An artist 
reception will be held at 2:00 p.m., just ahead of the concert. The art 
show will be on view at Las Placitas Presbyterian Church through the 
end of November during the church’s business hours. All artwork on 
display is available for purchase. In addition, a raffle drawing for fea-
tured artist of the year Karl Hofmann’s “Jemez Red Rocks” oil pastel 
painting will take place during the intermission. Raffle tickets for the 
30”x30” art, valued at $800, can be purchased at the concert, The 
Merc, The Placitas Community Library, and Wild Hearts Gallery. 

Placitas Artists Series projects are made possible in part by New 
Mexico Arts, a division of the Department of Cultural Affairs, and the 
National Endowment for the Arts.

Pianist Tetiana 
Shafran, Olga Kern 
International Competition  
Gold winner, to play at PAS   
~ALLEN BOURNE

Roger believes that we all need to experience the playful side of life in 
response to current events. Some of his animal drawings are from experience 
while others are pure fantasy. He hopes you will find them worth a smile in 
recognition of your own animal stories. 

Evans came to Placitas in the 1970s, when the nonconformists started arriv-
ing in New Mexico determined to chop wood, haul water, and live lives that 
didn’t compromise their humanity. But Evans was no youngster. Already forty, 
he was an architect who had left behind a 3,700-square-foot house he designed 
for his family in a posh suburb of Chicago.  

By 1989, he started sculpting animal figures out of wood. Artfully carved and 
painted in what has become his signature style, they caricatured animals in 
ironic social settings—a “Far Side” cartoon in three dimensions. Evans turned 
to animals to express human foibles in a way that would bypass assumptions 
related to race, class, sex, age, and other human markers. Before long, Evans 
started making his animal sculptures larger than life, combining his knowledge 
of building materials, engineering, and illustration with the long habit of social 
commentary. 

Roger Evans: “The Playful Side of Life” 
~JOAN FENICLE 

ART S

Today, as he approaches his ninetieth birthday, like many Placitas old-
timers, he continues to enjoy the rewards of creating happily in paradise. 

The Artists’ Reception will be celebrated with fellowship and refresh-
ments on November 13, from 1:00 to 4:00 p.m. The gallery will follow all 
COVID-19 safety measures in place at the time of the reception. 

Wild Hearts Gallery is an artists’ collective, supported by 15 local artists. 
The gallery is open Tuesday through Friday, from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., 
Saturday and Sunday, from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. You can also take a 
visual tour of the gallery by visiting wildheartsgallery.com.

Coming from the Hunt, sculpture, by Roger Evans

Stay Close  
to People 
who feel  
like Sunshine

Artsi-Fartsi Flea Market 
Saturday, December 4 • 8am-2pm 

243 W. Calle Don Andres, Bernalillo 
3 blks west of Abuelita’s 

Email for info: BernaArts@Gmail.com
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GalleriaTamaya 
Located at the Hyatt Regency Tamaya Resort and Spa 

1300 Tuyuna Trail, Santa Ana Pueblo, NM 87004  
NEW HOURS: OPEN MONDAY THRU SUNDAY  • 10AM TO 5PM 

(505) 771-6081 • galleriatamaya@gmail.com

The Galleria Tamaya uniquely  
New Mexican gallery features  

handcrafted jewelry, copper-work,  
alabaster sculpture, Zuni fetish  

carvings, authentic pueblo pottery, 
and much more! Find gifts and  

collectibles—truly special  
and exclusive to this area.

25% off  
ALL  

Summer  
clothing! 

Through December 2021

“Piece by Piece”: Mosaic New Mexico artists show at library 
~REBECCA COHEN
Mosaic New Mexico is comprised of a diverse group of New Mex-
ico artists who explore mosaic techniques. For the month of Novem-
ber, through December 2, works assembled by this group will be 
exhibited in the Placitas Community Library’s new Gracie Lee Com-
munity Room. Using stained, fused, and cast glass, glass tile, kiln 
formed ceramics, ceramic tile and found objects, twenty-four local 
artists present sculptures and wall pieces that inform, delight, and 
entertain. 

Mosaic is a style of art where a larger image is created by arrang-
ing and attaching bits of clay, glass, stone or other materials directly 
to non-flexible surfaces. The resulting surfaces, whether smooth or 
rough, brilliantly hued or somber in color, beg to be explored by 
human hands, and these sturdy materials have the power to endure 
for a very long time.  

This potential durability becomes clear when you consider the 
intricately patterned mosaics found on the floors of ancient synagogues and 
mosques in the Middle East, the walls of the Alhambra in Granada, Spain, and 
in London’s St. Paul’s Cathedral or the ruins of Pompeii in Italy. Or consider 
more playful mosaic environments such as Antoni Gaudi’s Parc Guell in 
Barcelona, designed between 1900 and 1914 and Simon Rodia’s Watts Towers 
in Los Angeles opened to the public in 1954. All of these mosaic installations, 
no matter their age, exhibit a tactile energy and relevance that draws us to 
them. Perhaps it is for this very reason they have been preserved, lovingly 
touched, and trod on by people for so many years. Surely this is why Mosaic 
New Mexico members and others have been inspired to explore and update this 
ancient craft. 

Artists included in the exhibition are Barbara Belknap, Jenny Davidson, 

Nova DeNise, Lisa Dominici, Kyle 
Erickson, Roger Evans, Jill Gatwood, Bosha Gordon, Erika Harding, Manuel 
Hernandez, Nancy Holt, Holly Kuehn, Caroline LeBlanc, Laura Robbins, 
Marina Rabinowitz, Riha Rothberg, Gayle Elaine Scott, Scottie Sheehan, Bill 
Simpson, Cirrelda Snider-Bryan, Terry Storch, Erica Wendell-Oglesby, Tomas 
Wolf, and Debra Yoshimura. They invite the community to visit with them on 
November 20, from 2:00 to 4:00 p.m., during a reception celebrating the exhi-
bition. 

As always, works in the Gracie Lee Room are available for purchase and a 
portion of the sales price will benefit the library.

Placitas Holiday Market—a German-style 
Christkindlmarkt—for all to enjoy 
“Christkindlmarkt”  
—referring to an 
angel-like "spirit 
of Christmas”—
unites cherished 
German and 
European traditions 
with international 
flair and local 
charm. For the first 
time, it is being 
prepared locally in 
Placitas. 

Inspired by 
the 16th century 
Christkindlesmarkt 
in Nuremberg, 
Germany, 
Christkindlmarkts 
are well-known for their vendors’ 
high quality gifts, ethnic foods, 
holiday cheer, and for being an 
ideal place for families and 
friends to make memories. 

This year’s first annual market 
event will be held in the warmth 
of Placitas Winery’s open air 
pavilion and will benefit Placitas 
Community Library.  

Market volunteers invite you to 
bring your friends and family for 
an indoor stroll through a mock 
German town with lavish decora-
tions of the holiday season. The 
winery will be filled with fine art, 
handicrafts, trinkets, and food 
vendors. Admission is free, with 
plenty of free parking on the winery grounds . 

Dress warm and enjoy authentic German and European tasty treats, such as 
bratwurst with saurkraut, pretzels, latkes, apfelküchen (apple cake), and more.  

Placitas Winery’s new release fruit wine will be available for sale by the glass 
and for take-home bottle purchase, in addition to beer on tap, warm wassail 

Artist Alfons Schüster creates  
handmade ornaments for the  

1st Annual Placitas Holiday Market

Ceramic with Spiral Center,  
mosaic, by Cirrelda Snider-Bryan 

Adobe Village,  
mosaic, by Bill Simpson

drinks, and sparkling water.  
Experience the joy of the holidays locally while benefitting the Placitas 

Community Library. Mark your calendar for Saturday and Sunday, 
December 4 and 5, from 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. each day, at Placitas Win-
ery, 26 Camino de los Pueblitos. All are welcome. 
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October 1 was to 
be the day the 
government 
shut down, 
locking us out 
of Mesa Verde 
National Park. 

Instead, the 
day before, 
Republicans 
flinched while 
we drove 
through 250 
miles of near-
continuous rain 
that began as 
we packed the 
travel trailer in 
Placitas. With 
financial disas-
ter kicked down 
the road into 
December, a mil-
lion or so of us 
with national parks, monuments, and historic 
sites on our agendas forged ahead with con-
fidence. 

In our case, that meant the cultural treasure 
created by the ancestors of modern pueblo 
peoples and managed by the National Park 
Service. The arrival of October would mark 
the start of the off-season, though, so access 
to the cliff dwellings would be limited, and 
ranger-guided hikes wouldn’t resume until 
spring. 

The museum and visitor center would be 
closed, too, due to COVID restrictions that 
also limited the book and gift store to ten 
masked customers at a time. But why com-
plain now about the petty annoyances of 
these times? 

The real annoyance was becoming thor-
oughly soaked setting up the trailer in an RV 
park several miles west of Mancos, Col-
orado, near the Mesa Verde entrance. After a 
few years of trailering the arid West, it was a 
surprise to learn the roof gutters drained 
from the four corners directly above the 
spots where I knelt to crank down the stabi-
lizer jacks. 

Retreating to our little wheeled shelter to 
dry off and warm up, the laughing rain 
promptly stopped. It would resume late in 
the next day while we hiked, although, for 
that, we came prepared. 

President Teddy Roosevelt signed the con-
gressional bill making Mesa Verde a national 
park in 1906. Earlier that year, he signed the 
Antiquities Act, the sweeping law giving 
presidents the power to set aside for protec-
tion federal lands of significant historic and 
scientific value. 

Challenges to the law have failed over the 
years, and the attempt by a recent president 
to undo such a declaration was something 
new. That shrank the Bears Ears National 
Monument nearby in Utah and was still in 
court when the current president restored and 
actually expanded the monument sought by 
among others a coalition of tribal govern-
ments not always known for getting along 
with each other. 

While the cliff dwellings at Mesa Verde 
were known to mid-19th-century and possi-
bly earlier travelers, the name most associ-
ated with exploring the canyons and visiting 
and excavating structures is Wetherill. The 
ranching Wetherill brothers made multiple 
trips to Mesa Verde beginning in 1888, 
assembled and sold artifact collections, 
guided archaeologists’ expeditions, and 
advocated for federal protections. 

Richard Wetherill and his brother-in-law 
Charles Mason, riding in search of lost cat-
tle, get credit for discovering Cliff Palace, 
the largest structure in the park. 

But that’s White Man’s history. To descen-
dants of the Ancestral Puebloans, once 
known by the epithet Anasazi, Mesa Verde is 
still part of the family, sort of like visiting 
my grandmother in the home almost as old 
as she was and hearing stories of horse-and-
buggy days, although she now drove a Ram-
bler. 

“I would like visitors to know that we did-
n’t just leave and disappear,” park service 
Ranger Thelma Jean “TJ” Atsye says in the 
audio guide we downloaded and listened to 
as we drove from site to site on the Mesa 
Top Loop tour during our second day in the 
park. Puebloans—Basketmakers in pit 
houses and Cliff Dwellers building with 
stone—spent about seven-hundred years 
occupying the canyons, cliffs, and mesa tops 
but didn’t go far when they moved out 
around 1300. 

From here, their paths lead to 21 present-
day pueblos in New Mexico, Arizona, and 
Texas. While each pueblo is unique, Atsye, 
who is from Laguna Pueblo, says traditional 
songs, dances, games, and stories unite the 
culture. 

To her and her people, Mesa Verde is more 
than just a national park and a World Her-
itage Site. 

“This is still a living place,” she continues. 
“We still make pilgrimages back to Mesa 
Verde to visit the ancestors and gather 
strength and resilience from them. 

“I ask you to please visit with respect. 

The people left Mesa Verde;  
a living culture remains 
~BILL DIVEN
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Until November 30, there will be a Sunport Ceramic 
Showcase—an interesting survey of varied clay work 
from around New Mexico, including a couple Placitas 
potters—at the ABQ Sunport airport, sponsored by the 
New Mexico Potters and Clay Artists. Look us over at 
www.nmpotters.org and see the show. Three showcases 
line the tunnels between the parking garage and the 
terminal.

So you think you know clay?  
~SARA D’ALESSANDRO

“Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, 
committed citizens can change the world; indeed, it’s the 

only thing that ever has.” —MARGARET MEAD  
 
This is the exact sentiment that comes to mind when I 
think back on the six-plus months as a small group of 
committed citizens worked together to bring a never 
been done before program to the Placitas community 
through the Placitas Community Library. 

What began in the late Spring of this year will culmi-
nate on November 20, at 2:00 p.m., via Zoom, with the 
final program of Color, Class, and Caste: The Other 
Social Distancing based on Isabel Wilkerson’s book 
Caste: The Origins of Our Discontent.  

Isabel Wilkerson’s book provides a thoughtful and 
thorough examination of how the caste system is inher-
ent in our modern world and specifically in the United 
States. Our six months of monthly programs have inves-
tigated what caste means to us personally and within our 
community. We have had the sincere privilege and 
honor of having guest speakers, Karen Jones Meadows 
and Jon Ghahate. There have also been video contribu-
tions from thinkers such as Bryan Stevenson and Ken 
Burns plus the facilitation and support of our program 
coordinators.  

The November program will continue the work of 
how to show up, listen, and take action—creating a 
world without caste. We will review where we have 
been so far, explore White Supremacy culture and the 
cost to everyone, and share actions we can take in 
response. As always, you are welcome, whether it is 
your first time or if you have been with us before.  

You must register to receive the zoom link at 
www.placitaslibrary.com. Thank you on behalf of the 
Placitas Reads Committee.

Placitas Reads: creating a 
world without caste 
~JILLIAN GONZALES

The mesas of Mesa Verde National Park have been swept by fires.  
The 2,308-acre Long Mesa Fire burned through  

the piñon and juniper forests here in 2008.

Celebrating over 30 Years 
Providing Tax & Accounting 

Services to New Mexicans 

TERRY PISEL, CPA, LLC 
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT 

 

Tax Planning & Preparation 
for Individuals & Businesses  

QuickBooks Consulting

In Placitas • 798-1003 
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I hope that when 
you hear our sto-
ries, you will begin 
to see these places 
as we do—not as 
ruins but as 
homes.” 

A lot has changed 
since my one visit 
in 1974 when I quit 
my first newspaper 
job and wandered 
the West for a few 
weeks burning 
through rolls of 
film and two credit 
cards. For one 
thing, fires of 
increasing fre-
quency and inten-
sity have burned 
over the landscape taking out big timber and piñon-juniper forests leaving 
behind blackened trunks and hills of scrub oak turned red and orange for our 
visit. 

An overdue change is the Indigenous perspective, previously lacking, now is 
central to the experience, turning history from isolated events into a leafy tree 
with many branches supported by deep and living roots. New Mexicans can 
appreciate that: being fortunate to live in such a place where complex cultural 
history is ever-present, offering nutritious food for reflection. 

With the threat of rain lingering, we took the steep and winding 12-mile drive 
to the end of Wetherill Mesa, hiking first to Step House where a pit house and 
cliff dwelling, built centuries apart, sit side by side. From there we headed for 
Long House, the second-largest dwelling in the park with about 150 rooms and 
21 kivas spread in multiple levels along a three-hundred-foot alcove 130 feet 
below the trailhead. 

This required advance reservations at eight dollars apiece and a ranger who 
would open the trail gate, walk with us the down the steep trail and steps to 
Long House where he turned us loose. 

Two sturdy 15-foot timber ladders at the near end accessed the upper levels 
where greenery at the back of the alcove revealed a seep that in a wetter time 
provided water for as many as 175 people who lived here. Uneven stone steps at 
the other end led down to an open space that with other features suggests Long 
House was a gathering place for people from around the mesa. 

The scale of Long House, the restoration work of the 1950s, and the clusters of 
people climbing and wandering helped conjure the idea of Mesa Verde as a liv-
ing place and not just a relic of a time long gone. The rain held off until well 
into the hike back to the truck but didn’t compare to having an emptying gutter 

From page 20— 
Mesa Verde

A Western Scrub-Jay waits patiently near  
a picnic table at Mesa Verde National Park  

in hopes some tasty morsel will fall  
to the ground and be left behind. 

Long House is the second largest cliff dwelling in Mesa Verde  
National Park filling an alcove about 300 feet long. Research suggests  

as many as 175 Ancestral Puebloans could have lived here.

Fall colors grace hillsides of scrub oak at Mesa Verde  
National Park while blackened branches poking through  

show evidence of past fire. 

overhead. 
In parting, I’ll give Ranger Atsye the last word. 
“The ancestors recognized that everything around them is connected. We 

must pass on this lesson. Everything has a spirit and we must treat every-
thing—the rocks, trees, birds, animals, and other human beings—with 
mutual respect. Take with you a different perspective of what this place is. 
What knowledge you have gained, please share with others. I also hope you 
will continue to explore and learn from this place. I wish you wonderful 
journeys.” 
(Online: NPS.gov/MEVE. Find Atsye’s audio tour guide under Learn About 
the Park/Photos & Multimedia/Multimedia Presentations)

Call DAVE HARPER 505-263-2266 
placitasdave@gmail.com 

Placitas Realty 505-867-8000 
3 Homesteads Rd, Placitas

PLACITAS—$98,000 
7 ACRES—OWNER FINANCING!

3 LOTS 
NEXT TO 

PUBLIC 
LAND! 

 
OFF 
THE 

GRID

EXPOSED 
ADOBE & 
BEAMS! 
 
VIEWS OF 
SANDIAS, 
JEMEZ 
& MESAS!

PLACITAS—$440,000 
3 BEDROOMS — 2 ACRES!
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ESCA, Las Placitas Association, and the Pueblo of Santa Ana recently joined 
forces to request a meeting with Department of the Interior (DOI) Secretary Deb 
Haaland to discuss the possibility of administrative action in support of the Buf-
falo Tract Protection Act, proposed legislation that would withdraw the Buffalo 
Tract from eligibility for gravel mining. Administrative action could place the 
Buffalo Tract off-limits to gravel mining while the bill is pending in Congress. 
This week the community organizations were informed that a meeting with 
(DOI) officials is expected to be scheduled in the near future. 

Meanwhile, ESCA is pleased to welcome a new member to our board, Tony 
Hull. Tony has a long history with Placitas and is well-versed in the needs of the 
community. He has owned property in Placitas since 2005, and he has lived here 
full time for the past 12 years. Tony was a founding member of ESCA and 
served several years on the board, helping to address issues such as water use, 
gravel mining, pipeline risks, and other quality of life concerns for residents of 
Placitas. 

Tony is an Adjunct Professor of Physics and Astronomy at the University of 
New Mexico, and he consults extensively on space telescopes in the US and 
Europe. Not surprisingly, he has expressed an interest in maintaining New Mex-
ico’s dark skies so that we can all enjoy the stars at night. He has also immersed 
himself in projects related to the history of Placitas, animal rescue, and archeol-
ogy. 

Tony says that he believes that ESCA’s mission is “absolutely essential to our 
community.” We’re excited that he will join us on the board. 

At the same time, the board reluctantly bids farewell to Jim Wiesner as he 
prepares to move out of state. We wish him well in his next adventures.

GAUNT LE T  
LETTERS • OPINIONS • LOCAL ISSUES

The Signpost welcomes letters of opinion. Letters are subject to editing for length, clarity, 
libel, and other considerations. Mail to: Signpost, P. O. Box 889,  
Placitas, NM, 87043 or send to: email@sandovalsignpost.com

Eastern Sandoval Citizens Association  
—JEAN ROBERTS, BOARD OF DIRECTORS, ESCA

Placitans are beginning to make their voices heard on the subject of improv-
ing safety along Highway 165 for bikers and walkers. The survey will be 
online through December, but we couldn’t resist looking at some tabulations 
from the first 44 responses (sample below). We continue to learn about both 
conditions on the ground now and what you would like to see in the future.  

• Seventy percent of the respondents were from zip code 87043. 
• 29 percent were bikers, 23 percent walkers, and 11 percent equestrians. 
• Ninety percent believe conditions along 165 are unsafe for bikers and 
walkers (1-5 on a scale of 1 to 

10). 
• 35 percent walk or bike for pleasure; 32 percent for health 
• 86 percent think LPA should pursue funding for bike and walking paths 
along 165. 
If you have not yet completed yours, just go to lasplacitas.org and scroll 

down to find the link to the survey. If this is a topic important to you, you 
can follow the survey results at 
lasplacitas.surveysparrow.com/survey/179607 /results/questions. 

LPA member Patrick Vander Wyden has completed a physical survey of 
existing conditions along Highway 165. Complete with photos, this docu-
mentation will be important as we progress toward discussions with DOT 
and prepare for a public meeting hopefully late winter/early spring. 

KUPR has good news. The license renewal application has been approved 
by the FCC meaning they will be with us for another eight years as long as 
the community continues its financial support. Remember, unlike NPR sta-
tions, low-power radio receives no public funding. Every minute of pro-
gramming and improvements like the new ADA compliant entrance are 
made possible by listener support. The recent Bone Orchard event at Placitas 
Winery was well-attended and everyone was happy to enjoy the band (they 
came all the way from Taos), the wine and craft brews, and the improve-
ments that have been made to the winery during the pandemic. It has 
become an all-weather venue and an open-air pavilion when weather per-
mits.  

While redistricting is on the minds of many New Mexicans, we have to 
ask why Precinct 56 in Placitas ends up voting for School Board members 
representing Cochiti Pueblo. Its voters used to be sent across the mountains 
to La Madera to participate in school board elections. Shouldn’t decisions 
affecting a community be made by the people living in that community?

Las Placitas Association (LPA)  
—JOAN FENICLE, BOARD OF DIRECTORS, LPA

The public is invited to take part in 
a drive-through event that will rec-
ognize ‘America Recycles Day’ on 
November 6, from 9:00 to noon, at 
Rio Rancho City Hall, located at 
3200 Civic Center Circle NE in Rio 
Rancho. 

At this free event, participants 
will learn about how to reduce 
household waste, make reusable 
swaps for common single-use 
items, about Rio Rancho’s recycling 
options, the impact of contaminated 
recycling from our homes, using the 
Waste Management At Your Door® 
program, how to reduce residential 
water waste, and more from the 
City’s Keep Rio Rancho Beautiful 
and Environmental Programs divi-
sions and Waste Management of 
New Mexico. 

The first three-hundred partici-
pants will receive a free “Sustain-
ability Starter Kit” of reusable items 
including a shopping bag, drink 
bottle, and straw kit. All partici-
pants will receive guides and other 
materials with useful information 
for their everyday life to reduce 
waste, save resources, and recycle 
right. 

Del Norte Credit Union and 
Shred-It have teamed up to provide 
free shredding of up to fifty pounds 

of paper documents to participants 
during the event. Shred-It will send 
shredded paper from the event for 
recycling. 

Residents will also be encouraged 
to take the #BERECYCLED 
Pledge. For those unable to attend 
the event, the Pledge can be taken 
by visiting 
americarecyclesday.org/pledge/. 

The event is coordinated by the 
City of Rio Rancho’s Parks, Recre-
ation and Community Services 
Department’s Keep Rio Rancho 
Beautiful Division and Waste Man-
agement of New Mexico. 

For questions about the event, 
contact Keep Rio Rancho Beautiful 
at 896-8729. 

Since 1997, Keep America Beau-
tiful, Inc. has worked to engage 
communities to come together 
every November on ‘America 
Recycles Day’ to educate and moti-
vate citizens in order to make recy-
cling bigger and better 365 days a 
year. Keep America Beautiful, Inc. 
was established in 1953 and is the 
nation’s largest volunteer-based 
community action and education 
organization. 

For more information about Rio 
Rancho municipal government, visit 
www.rrnm.gov.

City of Rio Rancho drive-through event 
to recognize ‘America Recycles Day’ 
~ANNEMARIE L. GARCÍA

The New Mexico Finance Authority 
announces the final application 
round of the $200 million Business 
Recovery Grant Program. The 
application deadline is December 7. 
Created by the State of New Mex-
ico, the Business Recovery Grant 
Program helps small business own-
ers and nonprofit organizations 
throughout the state in need of 
financial assistance following the 
pandemic. The grants are to be used 
for rent, lease, or mortgage pay-
ments, providing financial flexibil-
ity for companies to rebuild their 
workforce.  

“The average grant award is 
$50,000, and we’ve streamlined the 
application process to make it as 
user-friendly as possible,” said Mar-

quita Russel, NMFA’s Chief Execu-
tive Officer. 

Program information and the 
application for the Business Recov-
ery Grant Program are available 
online at NMFinance.com/recovery. 
Small businesses and nonprofit 
organizations throughout the state 
may be eligible for a recovery grant 
and are encouraged to visit the web-
site for more information. NMFA’s 
team of funding coordinators are 
available to help businesses com-
plete the application in both English 
and Spanish. 

Applications must be submitted 
before the deadline on December 7. 
Grant awards will be made follow-
ing the close of the application 
cycle.

$200-million dollar Business Recovery 
Grant Program final round open now 
~MARIAH TAGLIALEGAMI

BU S I N E S S
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Governor says goals to  
address climate change  
should be codified 
~HANNAH GROVER

Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham called for codifying New Mexico’s goals 
for addressing climate change while speaking at the state’s first climate 
summit hosted by House Speaker Brian Egolf on Monday. 

During her speech, she highlighted progress that the state has made 
toward addressing and mitigating climate change and spoke about what 
still needs to be done. 

“I think we should codify that work in the next legislative session,” 
Lujan Grisham said. 

That call was met with applause from the audience in the House cham-
bers at the New Mexico state capitol, where the conference was taking 
place. 

“If we don’t have that framework 
in statute, it’s too easy to not move 
as diligently or as quickly or as 
effectively,” she said. “You may not 
have future commitments.” 

She said elected officials change 
and the framework would preserve 
the efforts to address climate change 
even when that happens. 

Following her speech, Energy, 
Minerals and Natural Resources 
Department Secretary Sarah Cottrell 
Propst said she was glad that the 
governor wants to put those goals in 
statute so that they are not disputed 
in the future. 

Environmental Defense Fund Sen-
ior Director of Regulatory and Leg-
islative Affairs Jon Goldstein said 
his group has advocated for such an 
effort in the past. 

“I think it’s incredibly exciting. I 
think that it’s a big step forward,” he 
said. “We’re looking forward to see-
ing the details.” 

Some of the things that Goldstein 
said hee would like to see in the law 
include greenhouse gas reductions 
and making sure that communities 
that rely on fossil fuel extraction are 
not left behind during the transition. 

Lujan Grisham also said her call 
for the 2022 legislative session will 
include clean fuel standards for 
vehicles and a hydrogen hub.

The New Mexico State Capitol, or Roundhouse
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S I G N P O S T  CO M M U N I T Y  C A L E N D A R
SOME OF THESE ONGOING LISTINGS ARE TEMPORARILY CANCELLED DUE TO THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC. 

PLEASE CHECK VIA THEIR CONTACT INFORMATION TO SEE WHEN AND IF THEY WILL RESUME.
[“First Monday” means the first Monday of each month.] 
 
Daily: The Mayor Hull Show. Go to rrnm.gov/mayorhullshow. Rio Rancho 
Mayor Gregg Hull talks about issues facing Rio Rancho. 
 
Daily: Recreating at Valles Caldera National Preserve. The park landscape 
remains open to vehicles along NM-4 and pedestrian/bicycle access along 
trails, as designated. For a complete list of activities at the National Preserve, 
go to https://www.nps.gov/vall/index.htm.  
 
Monthly: Various community events at Rio Rancho Libraries. Rio Rancho 
libraries—Esther Bone and Loma Colorado—will be hosting a variety of 
events all month long ranging from book signings, to poetry readings, lec-
tures, concerts, arts and crafts, meet and greets, etc. For more information 
about the library or each month’s activities, visit www.riorancholibraries.org. 
 
Mondays: Bernalillo/Placitas open Al-Anon meeting for families and friends 
of alcoholics/problem drinkers. 7:30-8:30. Held at the Bernalillo United 
Methodist Church, 136 Calle Don Andres (behind Abuelitas), Bernalillo. Max-
imum: 12 people; masks required. Info: 262-2177. 
 
Second and fourth Mondays: Bernalillo Town Council meeting. 6:30 p.m. Held 
at Bernalillo Town Hall. Info: call 867-3311, townofbernalillo.org. 
 
Mondays through Saturdays: Alcoholics Anonymous meetings in Bernalillo. 
For a complete list of schedules, visit the website at www.albuquerqueaa.org 
or call Central Office at 266-1900, open 24/7. 
 
First Tuesdays: Albuquerque Newcomers’ Club Welcome Coffee. 10 a.m. Held 
at Sandia Presbyterian Church (not affiliated with church)—10704 Paseo del 
Norte. Membership is open to residents who have lived in the Albuquerque 
area (including Sandoval County) for five years or less, or who are having 
major changes in their lives. Make new friends and increase your social life. 
Sign up for monthly luncheons and speakers, dining out, visits to area attrac-
tions, book and movie groups, bridge, bunco, mah jongg, walking, wine tast-
ings, etc. Singles’ and men’s groups. www.abqnewcomers@gmail.com. 
321-6970. 
 
First Tuesdays: Coronado Kennel Club meeting. 7:30 p.m. All-breed kennel 
club. Schedule changes in August and December. Call 867-4510 for meeting 
location. 
 
First Tuesday: Monthly ice cream social hosted by the Kiwanis Club. 6 p.m. 
Held at the Paleta Bar in Bernalillo—510 NM Highway 528. 
 
Third Tuesday: Open meeting of the Sandia Vista Amateur Radio Club. 7 p.m. 
Held at Fire Station 41 on highway 165, just east of the Placitas Community 
Library. Everyone is welcome to attend meetings, whether or not they have an 
FCC License.  
 
Third Tuesdays: Bead Society of New Mexico (BSNM) Monthly Membership 
Meeting. 6-8 p.m. The BSNM’s purpose is to provide for the benefit and 
development of our members and the community at large through education, 
appreciation, and involvement in the field of beads and bead-related subjects. 
We do not meet in July or December. Please check our website in case of 
occasional changes. Meets at Heights Cumberland Presbyterian Church, 8600 
Academy Road NE. For more information, go to beadsocietyNM.org. 
 
Third Tuesdays: Monthly meeting of the Republican Party of Sandoval 
County (RPSC). 7 p.m. Held at the Gospel Light Baptist Church, 1500 South-
ern Boulevard in Rio Rancho. www.SandovalGOP.com. 
 
Third Tuesdays: Sandia Vista Amateur Radio Club. 7 p.m. Help provide emer-
gency communications in Placitas. Become a “HAM” radio operator. We will 
help you get your FCC license. Visitors welcome. Held at the Placitas Fire Sta-
tion No. 41, Hwy 165, near the Library. Info: sandiavista.net.. 
 
Fourth Tuesdays: Pathways: Wildlife Corridors of NM monthly meeting. 6:30 
p.m. Held at Placitas Community Center. Open to the public. 
pathwayswc.wordpress.com. 
 
Fourth Tuesdays: Eastern Sandoval County Arroyo Flood Control Authority 
(ESCAFCA) meeting. 6 p.m. Held in the Town of Bernalillo Council Cham-
bers. Persons wishing to be on the agenda or persons with disabilities who 
need accommodations should call 771-7110 by the first Tuesday. Board meet-
ing agenda is posted on the ESCAFCA website (escafca.com) and at the front 
desk of the Town Hall by Friday preceding the meeting. 
 
Fourth Tuesdays: Placitas Democrats and Friends. 6-7:30 p.m. Held at Placitas 
Community Library. Meetings are open to the public and feature candidates 
for local, state, national offices. www.sandovaldemocrats.org, 259-5860. 
 
Tuesdays: Haven House Domestic Violence Support Group for women whose 
lives have been touched by domestic violence. 6:30-8:00 p.m. Topics include: 
Dynamics of Domestic Violence, Safety Plans, Developing Healthy Relation-
ships, and information about available services. All sessions are confidential 
and free of charge. Held at Rio Rancho First Baptist Church, corner of Route 
528 and 19th Avenue. 896-4869 or 1-800-526-7157. 
 
Tuesday and Thursday: Sandoval County Historical Society is open. 9-noon. 
Photo Archive, Library, and Family Research. Located between Warrior gas 
station and Santa Ana Star casino on US 550.  
 
 
 
 
 

Wednesdays, Fridays, and Sundays: Play Pickleball, 6-8 p.m. Pickleball is a 
game played on a court with paddles and a whiffle ball. The court is smaller 
than a tennis court and allows people to play who no longer want to run and 
jump as they did in their younger years. Anyone can play, even if they have 
never played tennis. 934-2649. At Bernalillo Community Center. 
 
Wednesdays: Cub Scout meetings. 6:30-7:30 p.m. Held at the LDS Church 
Center in Bernalillo, west of I-25’s Exit 240. New members are always wel-
come. 867-4689, 867-2047. 
 
Wednesdays: Rotary Club of Rio Rancho Sunrise. 7 a.m. For breakfast, fellow-
ship, a great speaker, and a chance to get involved in local and worldwide 
service projects. At Club Rio Rancho (used to be Chamisa Hills CC), 500 
Country Club Drive, Rio Rancho. Info: Mac McKinney, 892-4313. 
 
Wednesdays: Urban Horticulture Class Continuing Series. 1-3 p.m. Sponsored 
by the SandovalMasterGardeners.org. Free and open to the public. Registra-
tion preferred. SandovalMasterGardeners.org. Sandoval County Ext. Office, 
Bernalillo. 929-0414. 
 
First Wednesdays: Free civil legal clinic offered. 10 a.m.-1 p.m. Held in the 
third-floor conference room of the Second District Courthouse, at the south-
west corner of Lomas and Fourth, NW. Free legal advice on a number of civil 
legal issues. No family law services will be offered. Attendance is limited to 
the first 25 persons who qualify for low-income assistance. Interpreters and 
bilingual attorneys will be on hand. Attendees should bring all of their paper-
work. Expect about a thirty-minute, free legal consultation. 797-6077. 
 
Second Wednesdays: Visionary Arts & Crafts Guild (VACG) monthly member-
ship meeting. 6-8 p.m. VACG’s mission is to develop a fellowship among 
craftspeople and facilitate a market for crafts. The VACG supports the “Art of 
Craft” through exhibitions, education, and public awareness to promote the 
development and appreciation of craftspeople and their work. Meets all 
months except October, November, and December. Info: vacgnm@gmail.com, 
facebook.com/vacgnm, VACGNM.com. 
 
Second Wednesdays: Rio Rancho Art Association (RRAA) monthly member-
ship meeting. 6:30-8:30 p.m. RRAA is a non-juried/all mediums regional art 
association. You need not be a resident of Rio Rancho to join. Held in Don 
Chalmer’s Ford Community Room, 2500 Rio Rancho Boulevard, Rio Rancho. 
www.rraausa.org, www.rioranchoartassociation.blogspot.com or 301-2009. 
 
Second and fourth Wednesdays: Sandoval County Civitans. 6:00 p.m. Held at 
Fair Winds, 920 Riverview Drive SE, Rio Rancho. 898-6884. 
 
Third Wednesdays: Las Placitas Association meets in person. 6 p.m. Visitors 
are welcome. Email: theboard@lasplacitas.org for an invitation and further 
details. 
 
Thursdays: Sandoval County Historical Society archives and library are open 
to members and the public for family research. 9 a.m.-Noon. Bernalillo. Info: 
867-2755. 
 
First Thursdays: Sandoval County veteran’s outreach and business counseling. 
1-4 p.m. Held at the Sandoval County Administrative Building, 1500 Idalia 
Road in Bernalillo. All honorably- discharged veterans may be entitled to VA 
benefits and state Veteran benefits. Come learn about your potential benefits. 
Bring your DD-214. 383-2414. 
 
First Thursdays: Art and Music at the Loma Colorado Main Library Audito-
rium, Rio Rancho. Info: riorancholibraries.org, 505-891-5013. 
 
First and third Thursdays: Sandoval County Commission meeting. 6 p.m. 
Unless otherwise noted, all meetings will be held in the Sandoval Administra-
tion Building, 1500 Idalia Road Building D, Bernalillo. Info or meeting 
agenda: www.sandovalcounty.com, 867-7500. 
 
Second Thursday: The New Mexico Parkinson’s Coalition (NMPC) meets. 
1:30-3 p.m. Held at Grace Outreach at 2900 Southern Boulevard SE in Rio 
Rancho. The NMPC works to enhance the quality of life for individuals with 
Parkinson’s through education, awareness and support for those with the dis-
ease. For more information, call 219-5065 or visit the website: 
nmparkinson.org. 
 
Third Thursdays: Placitas Community Library Board of Directors meetings. 
At the Placitas Community Library, 453 Hwy 165. 6:30 p.m. Open to the pub-
lic. Meeting agendas are posted at the library and Placitas Post Office. 
 
Fourth Thursdays: Sandoval County Development Planning & Zoning Com-
mission. 6 p.m. Held at the Sandoval County Administration Building, 1500 
Idalia Road., Bldg. D, Bernalillo. 
 
Last Thursdays: Sandoval County veteran’s outreach and business counseling. 
11 a.m.-2 p.m. Held at 433 Meadowlark SE in Rio Rancho. All honorably-dis-
charged veterans may be entitled to VA benefits and state Veteran benefits. 
Come learn about your potential benefits. Bring your DD-214. 383-2414. 
 
Fridays: Sandoval County Stroke Support Group. 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Provides 
weekly support to survivors of stroke, their caregivers, adult family members, 
and health care providers. Water and light snacks provided. No charge for 
meetings. Social outings arranged six times a year. Geri: 620-8802. 
 
First Fridays: Monthly luncheon of the Democratic Party of Sandoval County. 
11:30 a.m.-1 p.m. Range Cafe in Bernalillo, 925 Camino del Pueblo. Sandoval 
Democrats gather once a month (most months) to welcome speakers, candi-
dates, and government representatives. You pay for your lunch from the 
menu, or come for just the meeting. www.sandovaldemocrats.org. 

 
Second Friday: Luncheon of the San-Bern Federated Republican Women. 
Starts at 11:30 a.m. Held at Rio Rancho Inn and Conference Center—1465 
Rio Rancho Blvd. SE, Rio Rancho, 87124. The meet-and-greet luncheons are 
to discuss business and politics for both Sandoval and Bernalillo County 
Republican interests. Our aim is to promote an informed public through 
political education and activity. All Republican men and women invited to 
attend. Contact Julie Wright at 720- 4883 or go to www.sanbernfrw.org. 
 
Saturdays: Los Ranchos Growers’ Market is open! 8 a.m.-11 a.m. Thirty to 50 
vendors offer fresh produce, greens, eggs, fruit, honey, jams/jellies, baked 
goods, jerky, grass-fed beef, seedlings/plants, and flowers. Ready-to-eat ven-
dors. Leashed pets welcome. Celebrate the lavender and garlic on July 10. 
Open through November. At 6718 Rio Grande Boulevard NW in the Village of 
Los Ranchos, in the Tennis Court Parking lot. Free and vendors accept 
WIC/Senior discounts. Montoya4664@hotmail.com, 610-9591, or Los Ran-
chos Growers’ Market on Facebook.  
 
Saturdays: Casa Rosa Food Bank. Open 9-11 a.m. Held in the pink house east 
of Las Placitas Presbyterian Church at 640 Highway 165, six miles east of I-
25. Community outreach program provides nonperishable food items as well 
as dairy, frozen meats, and fresh produce as available for Placitas residents in 
need. Donations, volunteers welcome. 
 
Third Saturdays: Rio Rancho Northwest Mesa NAACP meets “Virtual.” Public 
is invited. rrnaacp.wixsite.com/website 
 
Second Sundays: Second Sunday Studio Shows. 5 p.m. Live Acoustic Music. 
Suggested Donation: $20. Sponsored by Solamente Natural Plaster. Contact: 
Kent 205-6010, kent@solamentenaturalplaster.com. 
 
Second Sundays: Placitas Cannabis Cultivators Club. 3-5 p.m. Experienced or 
novice growers welcome. Group is designed to help anyone who wants to 
grow cannabis do it better. Donations accepted; not required. Contact: 373 
8860, luckylouabq@gmail.com, www.meetup.com (Placitas Cannabis Cultiva-
tors Club, Placitas, NM). 
 
Second and Fourth Sundays: Placitas 2nd & 4th Saturday Market. 7 a.m. to 2 
p.m. Antiques, collectibles, art, clothing, jewelry, garage sale treasures, etc. 
Free and open to the public. Vendors welcome—$10 for 10’x10’ space. Booth 
fees donated to charities. At Homestead Village, in Placitas. No food, bever-
ages, or firearms can be sold. Leashed dogs welcome. 505-515-4323 or on 
Facebook at “Placitas 2nd and 4th Saturday Market.” 
 
November 6: Drive-through recycling event ‘America Recycles Day.’ 9-
noon. Held at Rio Rancho City Hall. Participants will learn about how to 
reduce household waste, make reusable swaps for common single-use items, 
about Rio Rancho’s recycling options, the impact of contaminated recycling 
from our homes, using the Waste Management At Your Door® program, how 
to reduce residential water waste, and more. 
 
November 6-7: Doña Ana Renaissance ArtsFaire. Held in Young Park in Las 
Cruces. Tickets at daarts.org. 
 
November 7: Artist reception for Diana Stetson at the Corrales Bosque 
Gallery. 1-5 p.m. The Corrales Bosque Gallery (4685 Corrales Road) proudly 
presents the artwork of Diana Stetson, guest artist for November. December is 
“Small Treasures” Month: special small gift items for Holiday giving.  
www.corralebosquegallery.com. 
 
November 12: Giving tree erected at Placitas Community Library. Come 
pick out an ornament, and fulfill a local child’s holiday wish. Presents must be 
delivered by December 12. Details: placitaslibrary.com. 
 
November 13: Placitas Seller’s Holiday Market. 7 a.m.-1 p.m. Featuring spe-
cial holiday gift items. Held at Homestead Village. Vendor space available: $10 
for 10’ x 10’. Info: Nancy Holley 515-4323. 
 
November 13: Artist’s reception for Roger Evans The Playful Side of Life 
at Wild Hearts Gallery. 1-4 p.m. The gallery in located within Homestead 
Village in Placitas.  
 
November 13: Home composting basics class. 10-noon. Learn the science, 
art, materials, methods and benefits of home composting in the high desert. 
Free. Register at register@nmcomposters.org. 
 
November 14: Placitas Artist Series concert and visual art show. Visual art 
exhibition 2 p.m.; concert 3 p.m. Featuring visual artists Maria Baca, photog-
raphy; Allen Bourne, photography; Meg Leonard, oil and pastel; and Carol 
Allen, jewelry. Concert features award-winning classical pianist Tetiana 
Shafran. The event will be held live at Las Placitas Presbyterian Church in 
Placitas and will also be livestreamed for audiences at home. Additional infor-
mation in our ad on page two of this Signpost. 
 
November 20: Reception for Piece by Piece: a mosaic exhibition by mem-
bers of Mosaic New Mexico. 2-4 p.m. at Placitas Community Library. As 
always, works in the Gracie Lee Room are available for purchase and a por-
tion of the sales price will benefit the library. The exhibit runs through 
December 2, 2021.  
 
December 4: Land Grants in Placitas. 2 p.m. Held at Placitas Community 
Library. This discussion and event comes with the opportunity to talk with 
members of Placitas’ historic Land Grant. Placitaslibrary.com.
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AGE REQUIREMENT: 60+ years 
OPERATION TIME: Monday through Friday, 
8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
4324-A Corrales Road, 87048 
505-897-3818 
 
Activities vary month to month. The 
Center also celebrates special events, and 
holds holiday parties, birthday socials, 
dances, and informal presentations. Open 
gym equipment available daily. 
 
Call the Center for the full Activities 
Schedule at (505) 897-3818, or stop by 
to pick one up. 

 
 
ONGOING: 
Mondays: yoga, 8:30 and 10:00 a.m.; 
Tai Chi 2:00 p.m.  
Tuesdays: Zumba, 8:30 a.m.; PWR! 
Group 2:00 p.m.  
Wednesdays: yoga 9:00 a.m.; Bingo 
12:30 p.m. 
Thursdays: yoga 8:30 a.m.; Project Linus 
10 a.m.-2:00 p.m.; PWR! Group 2:00 p.m. 
Fridays: line dance 8:30 a.m. and 9:45 
a.m.; Tai Chi 2:00 p.m. 

Corrales Senior Center activities 

AGE REQUIREMENT: 60+ years 
OPERATION TIME: Monday through Friday, 
8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.  
41 Camino De Las Huertas, 87043 
(505) 867-1396 
 
CALENDAR: 
November 3: Road Runner Food Bank @ the 
Bernalillo senior center 
November 3: Sandoval County Treasury 
department (Tax payments) 11:00 a.m.-1 p.m.  
November 4: Introduction to Fused Glass 
Class, part 3, 2 p.m.  
November 8: field trip movie day at the Pre-
miere Theaters in Rio Rancho 9:30 a.m.  
November 10: Flu shot Clinic 10 a.m.-1 p.m.  
November 11: closed for the observance of 
Veterans Day 
November 17: birthday social, heath checks 
with Sandoval county fire and rescue 11:30 
a.m.  
November 18: Sandoval County craft fair @ 
admin building Idalia road 9:30 a.m.  
November 22: Shopping Trip to Walmart, 

Albertson’s, Walgreens, Dollar Tree 9:00 a.m.  
November 25-26: closed for the observance of 
Thanksgiving 
November 29: card-making class 1 p.m.  
 
ONGOING: 
Mondays: open gym 7:30-8:30 a.m.; yoga 9 
a.m.; enhanced fitness 11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m., 
billiards 1-3 p.m.; open gym 3-4:50 p.m. 
Tuesdays: open gym 7:30-8:30 a.m.; Pilates 
8:15 a.m.; Zumba 9:30 a.m.; painting class 
9:30 a.m.; billiards 1-3 p.m.; Bingo, 1:15-3:30 
p.m.; open gym, 3:00-4:50 p.m. 
Wednesdays: open gym, 7:30- 8:30 a.m.; 
Project Linus, 9 a.m.; enhanced fitness 11:30 
a.m.-12:30 p.m.; cards, 1-4 p.m.; chair yoga, 2 
p.m.; Tai Chi, 3:30 p.m. 
Thursdays: open gym, 7:30-8:30 a.m.; 
Pilates, 8:15 a.m.; yoga, 9:30 a.m.; beading, 1-
4 p.m.; open gym, 3:00-4:50 p.m. 
Fridays: open gym, 7:30-8:30 a.m.; painting 
class, 9:30 a.m.; enhanced fitness, 11:30 a.m.-
12:30 p.m.; billiards 1-3 p.m.; Bingo, 1:15-
3:30 p.m.; open gym, 3:30-4:50 p.m.

Placitas Senior Center activities 
AGE REQUIREMENT: 60+ years 
OPERATION TIME: Monday through 
Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
801 Rotary Park, Bernalillo 87004 
(505) 867-9448 
 
CALENDAR: 
November 3: Roadrunner Food 
Bank distribution 8:00 a.m. 
November 10: Treasurer’s office 
11:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. 
November 15: Walmart day 1:00 
p.m. 
November 17: Echo Commodi-
ties 9:00 a.m. 
November 18: Thanksgiving 
lunch 11:30 a.m. 
November 19: billiard game 
day! 10:00 a.m.; Flu shots clinic 
10:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.; birthday 
social 12:30 p.m. 
November 22: local shopping 

1:00 p.m.  
November 29: prize Bingo 
12:30 p.m. 
 
ONGOING: 
Mondays: open gym and billiard 
room 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m.; Bingo 10 
a.m. 
Tuesdays: open gym and billiard 
room 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m.; Southwest 
weaving 9 a.m.; Moe Fit/Holistic 
Fitness, Mind, and Body 10:30 a.m. 
Wednesdays: open gym and bil-
liard room 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m.; Zumba 
Gold 8:30 a.m.; Tai Chi 1:30 p.m. 
Thursdays: open gym and billiard 
room 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m.; Yoga 10:30 
a.m.; Bingo 12:30 p.m. 
Fridays: open gym and billiard 
room 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m.; Mexican 
Train Dominoes 12:30 p.m.

Bernalillo Senior Center activities 

Sandoval County senior centers  
lunch menu

While activities at all Sandoval County Senior centers have 
resumed from COVID-19 pandemic restrictions, meals are 
still available for pick up, and for home delivery to those 
who qualify. Congregate lunches are also being served 
inside. Mask requirements are in place per state mandate 
requirements at the time. 

The menu is the same for all of the Sandoval County sen-
ior centers on any given day.  

To learn more about the weekly menus or to receive a 
meal or activity update from your local senior center, give 
them a call:  

 
Placitas: 867-1396 
Bernalillo: 867-9448 
Corrales: 897-3818 
Rio Rancho: 891-5818 
Jemez: 575-834-7630 
Cuba: 575-289-3510  
Cochiti 505-465-3162 
 
If you are a senior or a disabled adult who cannot access 

groceries, call the Aging and Long Term Services Depart-
ment at 1-800-432-2080 for assistance.

Sandoval County senior centers  
back to regular hours

COMMUN I TY 

November 1: creole pork chop, red potatoes, 
veggies, biscuit, apple slices 
November 2: BBQ beef sandwich, baked 
beans, veggies, coleslaw, fresh fruit 
November 3: green-chile chicken stew, pinto 
beans, cilantro rice, flour tortilla, fruit 
November 4: four-cheese lasagna, Italian veg-
gies, cucumber tomato and onion salad, bread-
stick, fruit 
November 5: Thai peanut noodle salad with 
diced chicken, shredded lettuce, carrots, red 
bell pepper, green onion, whole-wheat roll, 
fruit 
November 8: beef stroganoff, veggies, garlic 
breadstick, fruit 
November 9: red-chile beef cheese enchiladas, 
pinto beans, chuck wagon corn, shredded let-
tuce, tomato, fruit 
November 10: savory chicken, sage stuffing, 
veggies, garden salad, whole-wheat roll, fruit 
November 12: hamburger steak and onion, 
veggies, Italian pasta salad, whole-wheat roll, 
fruit 
November 15: chicken-fried steak, mashed 
potatoes with gravy, veggies, biscuit, fruit 

November 16: Santa Fe chicken, Spanish rice, 
chuck wagon corn, cornbread, fruit 
November 17: meat loaf, mashed potatoes with 
gravy, veggies, biscuit, fruit 
November 18: Thanksgiving turkey roast, cran-
berry stuffing/ gravy, green beans almandine, 
spinach salad, whole wheat roll, cranberry 
sauce, pumpkin pie 
November 19: Southwest tater tot casserole, 
mixed veggies, whole-wheat roll, fruit 
November 22: Salisbury steak, mashed pota-
toes, gravy, veggies, biscuit, fruit 
November 23: Sandoval county cobb salad, 
club crackers, watermelon, oatmeal raisin 
cookie 
November 24: Baked ham with pineapple 
glaze, sweet potatoes, veggies, biscuit apple-
sauce 
November 25/26: Closed for observance of 
Thanksgiving 
November 29: Frito pie, chuck wagon corn, 
shredded lettuce, diced tomato, tortilla, pears 
November 30: stuffed chicken breast, scalloped 
potato, veggies, whole wheat roll, garden salad, 
fruit
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by  
RUDI KLIMPERT

November 2021 Night Sky— 
The case of the disappearing planet 
~C H A R L I E  C H R I S T M A N N  

N IGHT  SKY

Astronomers think they understand how planets form around 
stars. But, recently, there is one case that has them searching for 
an explanation. 

The current planetary formation theory goes something like 
this: a large cloud of dust and gas begins collapsing. The 
collapse may be caused by some gravitational disturbance that 
compresses the cloud. The cloud clumps under gravity into 
individual stellar systems and begins to create stars with a disk 
of dust circling them. Eventually the central part of the disk gets 
super compressed and forms one or more stars. The dust 
surrounding the star also begins to form clumps that eventually 
become planets. 

In the case of our home star system, it is thought a nearby 
giant star exploded as a super nova around 4.5 billion years ago. 
This explosion compressed a gas cloud and created a 
star-forming region. Many stars were formed in this collapsing 
cloud, one of them was our sun. 

After the formation of the sun, things got messy. While we 
have (officially, not counting Pluto) eight planets circling the 
sun, planetary scientists believe there were many more that 
formed in our circumstellar disk. Many of these collided and 
were either obliterated to dust, or formed a larger planet, 
eventually leaving us with just eight large bodies, many minor 
planets, an asteroid belt, the Kuiper belt, and the Oort cloud. 

With all of this colliding, combining, and destroying, it is 
thought that the inner planets are actually a second generation 
of planets. The giant planet Jupiter slowly spiraled inward, 
flinging asteroids and comets into the inner solar system, 
wreaking havoc on any planets that formed there. Eventually, a 
gravitational dance formed between Jupiter and Saturn that 
pulled Jupiter back to where we see it today. This relative calm 
allowed Mercury, Venus, Earth and Mars to form as we see 
them today, all be it with a bit more water on Mars that 
eventually evaporated into space. 

This is the process astronomers have been watching around 
newly formed stars. One in particular caught their attention: 
Fomalhaut, in the Piscis Austrini (“Southern Fish”) 
constellation. Fomalhaut is the brightest star in the 
constellation. In fact, it is the only bright star in this part of the 
sky, and is the 18th brightest star in our night sky. This is a class 
A star—larger, hotter, and younger than our sun. To find 
Fomalhaut, find bright Jupiter and look to the southeast about 
one-quarter of the way up from the horizon, the star will be the 

brightest thing in this region of the sky. Fomalhaut is sometimes called “the loneliest 
star” since there are no other bright stars in the vicinity. The bulk of the stars making up 
the constellation can only be seen under darker skies. 

This hot bluish star is about 25 light-years from Earth with almost twice the mass of 
the sun, radiates more than 16 times the sun’s energy and is thought to be a young 440 
million years old. It also has two rings of dust and gas easily visible in infrared light. 
The inner ring is a few astronomical units from the star (one astronomical unit is the 
distance between the sun and the Earth). A much larger, thicker ring lies 133 
astronomical units from the star. 

Astronomers were pleased to see the Hubble Telescope’s image of Fomalhaut in 2004, 
and later in 2006 and 2008. The outer ring seemed to show a large planet, a bit larger 
than Neptune, being formed on the inner edge. On November 13, 2008, the first direct 
image, in visible light, of a planet forming around a new star was announced, identified 
as Fomalhaut b. The International Astronomical Union included this planet in its naming 
contest; the winning name, submitted by Dr. Todd Vaccaro, was Dragon. Dragon is a 
half-man, half-fish Syrian deity. 

But, by 2014, the Hubble Telescope was no longer able to find Dragon—it had 
evaporated. Fomalhaut b is now known as “the planet that wasn’t,” and the name Dragon 
has been removed from history. Most likely, the phantom planet was, in actuality, just a 
ball of dust that evaporated back into the ring. 
 
PLANETS AND MOON ALIGN 
On the evening of November 13, at 7:30 p.m., step outside and find Venus on the 
western horizon, then find Jupiter higher in the southwest with Saturn to the west of 
Jupiter. You can almost draw a straight line from Venus through Saturn and Jupiter to the 
moon.



A properly put together BLT is the Bruce Lee of sandwiches; it’s lean and light 
and full of fight. 

Just a few strips of bacon is all the meat there is hanging on the bones of this 
black-belt combination of tomato, onion, mayo, bacon, bread, and lettuce. By 
using finesse and precision instead of brute force, that elegant BLT can whoop a 
reuben, a turkey Swiss, a roast beef, you name it, maybe all at once. 

It is a masterpiece of a sandwich, and a masterclass in all-around sandwich-
ology, in part because pulling off a perfect BLT is not easy. The challenges 
inherent to a BLT pave the way for some of the most illuminating lessons 
involved in getting around the many pitfalls this sandwich presents. 

For example, the watery combination of tomato and mayo threatens the 
integrity of the bread. This combination is non-negotiable. That the tomato must 
be in contact with the mayo is one of the few hard-fast rules of the BLT. It’s the 
backbone of the flavor combination, more important than the bacon itself. In 
fact, it’s precisely for this reason that vegetarians and other non-bacon eaters can 
enjoy what I consider a true BLT experience. Just insert your favorite bacon sub-
stitute into the equation, and Karate-chop that sucker in half—diagonal, corner 
to corner. 

You won’t miss a step with your fakin’ bacon, but I kid you not: if you don’t 
manage that tomato mayo situation, your BLT will self-destruct in about 25 sec-
onds. 

The obvious thing to do is toast the bread, right? The resulting browned, 
crusted finish that develops on the slices can withstand the dual onslaught of 
tomato and mayo and keep itself together long enough to pack into a lunchbox. 

But there is a downside to toasting the bread of a sandwich as delectable as 
this one. You can become so entranced by the flavor that you eat the sandwich 
so quickly that the sharp edges of the heat-hardened crust cut into your mouth 
behind your teeth, in a manner that is most unsatisfying. 

It seems wrong that we must choose between bread that has reverted back to 
dough phase from contact with the tomato and mayo, and risking the roofs of 
our mouths on the jagged crust as we chomp, eyes rolled back in our heads like 
frenzied sharks. 

The answer, one of the most brilliant culinary tricks ever, comes from a farmer 
friend. It is, and I use it on nearly every sandwich I make for myself, BLT and 
non-BLT. It goes like this: place two pieces of bread, pressed together as if in a 
sandwich, in a toaster oven or extra-wide toaster,. Set toaster to medium.  When 
the bell dings, each piece of bread will have a toasted side and a not toasted side 
— the toasted sides being the two outer sides of the double slice of bread, with 
the non-toasted sides facing each other inward. 

Now, prepare your BLT. 
Lay the two slices of half-toasted bread on a plate or cutting board, with both 

toasted sides facing up. Mayo the toasted sides of both. Lay some sliced toma-
toes on one mayo’d face, and thin-sliced onions on the other. 

Lay the bacon strips over the tomatoes, and layer with lettuce. Place the 
onion/mayo piece atop of the lettuce, so that the toasted faces are now lathered 
with mayo and facing inward, while the soft, untoasted sides of each slice face 
outward. 

When you first bite into a sandwich made with half-toasted bread, everything 
is soft. Your teeth will soon reach the mayo’d, toasted faces. Bite through, and 
into the sandwich. 

And that is the half-toasted bread technique. 
Once you try it, you may never make a sandwich the same way again. Any 

time the contents of a sandwich are prohibitively damp, simply toast the inner 
faces and contain the jelly, tuna fish, egg salad or any moist materials, your 
bread will be better able to accommodate the contents. And that is what a sand-
wich is all about. 

 
Ari LeVaux writes from Missoula, Montana, though a big piece of his heart haunts the hills, 

arroyos, and ditches of New Mexico. His column appears nationally in more than  
seventy newspapers
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Conveniently located at 
4192 Hwy 528 (just South of 550) 

Rio Rancho, NM 87144  

Call 505-771-3311 
Open: Mon-Fri 8am-6pm • Saturdays 8am-4pm 

Closed Sundays and major holidays

Excellent care for your family pet 
Coronado Pet Hospital is a state-of-the-art, clean, and comfortable  

veterinary clinic with a wide variety of veterinary services for total pet care. 
 

Coronado's compassionate and experienced staff is fully equipped to 
treat dogs, cats, and many exotic species with general and emergency  
veterinary services, surgery, dental care, and prescription pet foods. 

 Stop by to meet our staff or call for an appointment today.

THE  AN IMAL HOT L I N E  
To help reunite lost/found pets with their people.  

If you lose or find an animal in Sandoval County,  email the information to:  

email@sandovalsignpost.com 
We will place it in the upcoming issue at no charge. If the animal you reported 

no longer needs attention, please email the Signpost by the  

20th of the month to have the listing removed.

The Animal Hotline is a free animal-friendly service of the Signpost.

fOOD
Flash in the Pan—The way of the BLT 
~ARI LEVAUX

FOUND SMALL TABBY CAT—Placitas, NM. Found near 175 Camino de 
Las Huertas in Placitas. Person who found her thinks the cat is a female. She 
appears to have been someone's cat as she is very friendly and crying to be 
loved on. Please call the Former Animal Hotline number at 505-867-6135.

—
A

R
I L
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A

U
X

It’s not about the bacon.
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LALO’S PICS
Email your photos to “Lalo” at:  
email@sandovalsignpost.com

Early robin sighting 
—TODD RENNECKAR

Very young Diamondback rattler at my door 
last night. My younger Aussie was just  

about to stick his nose in when I saw him.  
Will def be hibernating soon. 

—TODD RENNECKAR

A skunk admires his reflection in the water. 
—TODD RENNECKAR

Handsome male flicker 
—TODD RENNECKAR “Mo'Joe”—This portrait of my dear doggie is so sweet  

I want to share it.  Lynne Pomeranz really captured  
this good boy and his sweet temperament! 

—JEWEL PATCHKE, PHOTO BY LYNNE POMERANZ

Our overnight mouse patrol was on duty! 
—HUGH WOODRUFF



S ignP  St
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PLACITAS HOUSEKEEPING

Local resident • 25 years experience 
References provided • Placitas area 

Lesia Graham — 448-1152 / 659-5500

CLA S S I F I E D S  
To place a classified ad,  

email your ad or questions to:  
email@sandovalsignpost.com  

(Includes a free posting on the Signpost website.) 
For further information, visit:  

www.sandovalsignpost.com  
or call the Signpost office at 505-867-3810. 

AN IMAL S

WILDLIFE RESCUE—Call 505-344-2500.  
An all-volunteer wildlife rescue program to assist injured  
or orphaned wildlife. A service of the Rio Grande Nature  

Center in Albuquerque, New Mexico.

DESERT FLOWER CARPET & STEAM CLEANING 
CARPET AND FURNITURE SPECIALISTS  
We steam clean wool and silk area rugs, too,  

plus your tile, grout and stone  
867-4493  •  www.desertflowercleancarpets.com

NON-LETHAL SNAKE REMOVAL 
~ ~ ~ Any kind of snake ~ ~ ~ 

Donations accepted for payment.  
Call Moises—321-3600

CLEAN I I NG

S A N D O V A L

—“FOR SALE-HOMES / LAND,” continued next page

A N  I N D E P E N D E N T  L O C A L  N E W S P A P E R

CLA S S E S

Paws N’ Claws Pet Care 
In-Home Pet Care serving: 
Placitas, Corrales & Rio Rancho         

         Overnight Pet Care provided in Placitas 

Pet Sitting • Pet Waste Removal 

{505} 440-0875 
 Insured/Bonded 

Deb Stichmann 
PawsNClaws02@gmail.com

FOR SA LE :  
HOME S  /  LAND

RARE OFFERING!—Two flat valley lots just under an acre 
each in the small enclave of Montoya Meadows in North 
Bernalillo. Good view of the Sandias, all underground city serv-
ices, basic covenants with no mobile homes. One has a 2100SF 
unfinished adobe structure and is perimeter wood-fenced. 
Priced at $145,000/$155,000. Call Porter—263-3362. LaPuerta 
Real Estate Services, LLC 867-3388.

Chris Livingston, Master Music Instructor 

Piano, Guitar, Bass, Ukulele, Theory • All ages/styles 
More info on my website: chrisfusion.com 
LESSONS via Skype, Zoom, FaceTime, or in Studio 

B.A. in Music • 20 yrs. Instructor & Performer 
Certified in Early Childhood Teaching 

FIRST CLASS FREE with 1 month sign-up. 
505-980-4322 • chrisguitarpiano@gmail.com

7 ACRES—NEXT TO PUBLIC LAND! $98,000—Off-the-
Grid property in Placitas that is already platted as 3 separate 
lots. Includes well, septic and an old single-wide. Views of the 
Sandias, Cabezon and amazing sunsets! Owners will consider 
financing with a reasonable down payment! Placitas Realty 
505-867-8000, Dave Harper 505-263-2266 
placitasdave@gmail.com.

CLOSE TO FOREST! $79,000—1.4 acres located on the 
south side of Highway 165 in Placitas, just 600 feet from 
National Forest! Dave Harper 505-263-2266 Placitas Realty 
505-867-8000 placitasdave@gmail.com.

3 BR + OFFICE! $250,000—2,170 sq. ft. manufactured home 
in Placitas on 1.6 acre lot with great floor plan & Sandia views! 
3 BR + office, 2.5 baths, large kitchen, living room, dining 
room and den! On permanent foundation, just 1/4 mile off 
paved road. Placitas Realty 505-867-8000 Dave Harper 505-
263-2266 placitasdave@gmail.com.

Rick DeVoss 
505-267-7292 
Associate Broker with over 4 Decades of  
Experience Selling Real Estate Properties. 
Decorated Air Force Veteran of the Vietnam War 
Serving Placitas, Bernalillo, Rio Rancho & ABQ.

505-792-5544 
12836 Lomas, NE, #G,  

ABQ 87112

ARE YOU READY TO MOVE...? 
email ~ PlacitasRealtor@gmail.com 

Contact us for a free Market Analysis  
of the value of your home

Read Signpost  
BACK ISSUES at 

sandovalsignpost.com 
•  •  • 

News and information  
of interest  

to the residents  
of Sandoval County 

•  •  • 
Thank you  

for your support 
of Signpost 
advertisers

S ignPOSt
S A N D O V A L

ROSA’S HOUSECLEANING SERVICE, LLC 
~ Family-owned business in Bernalillo ~ 

One-time cleaning (for moving or special events) 
or Weekly • Bi-monthly • Monthly 

Licensed  • FREE ESTIMATES • References provided  

Call 505-379-8652



If you can imagine it, we can create it. 

Call 221-8052  

References/Pictures on Request • www.nmlandscaping.com 
Licensed/Bonded/Insured/Lic. #380846 

A-Rating - Angie’s List • AAA - Better Business Bureau

Sprinkler & Drip Systems   
Concrete, Flagstone & Brick Work 

Block Walls & Stucco Work  
Additions & Remodels  

Kiva Fireplaces • Banco Seating  
Outdoor Kitchens • Portals • Decks  

Patio Covers • Retaining Walls  
Terracing • Sod • Gravel & Planting

W H E L C H E L  
Landscaping and Construct ion Co.  
NOW is a great time to SAVE MONEY on 
Landscaping, Concrete Work, Paver Patios,  

Patio Covers, Gravel Work & more! 
We’re Specialists in  

LANDSCAPING & OUTDOOR LIVING

a HIGH & DRY LANDSCAPES a 

Country cottage gardens using native plants & permaculture 

CALL/TXT:  SALLY HALL—505-695-0243

—“GROUND WORK / LANDSCAPING,” 
 continued next column

GROUND WORK 
LAND SCAP I NG

FOR SA LE— 
M I SCE L LANEOU S

GROUND WORK 
LAND SCAP I NG 

~CONT I NUED~

FOR SA LE :  
HOME S  /  LAND  

~CONT I NUED~

DALE’S TREE SERVICE—Pruning, removals, stumps, 
hauling and mowing. 28 years experience. Dale Roberts, 
505-473-4129 or 505-977-1981. 

HELP WANTED—Watermelon Mountain Ranch is in 
need of a sales assistant at their store in Bernalillo, oppo-
site the post office. The hours are 9 AM till 4 PM, 
Wednesday through Saturday. Fun job and a great team. 
If you’re interested, please send an email and résumé to 
Sophiawmr@Aol.com.

FOREVERBLOOM—A HORTICULTURE AND  
ARBORICULTURE BUSINESS. Services include:  
Consulting, landscape design, plant care, pre-purchase  
inspection and selection. Disease and pest infestation  
control. Tree appraisals and landscape restoration.  
30 yrs. exp. Please give me a call—Virginia Escamilla at 
505-379-8890.

S IGNPOS T  
CLA S S I F I E D S   

~CONT I NUED~
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3 LOTS—OVER 10 ACRES! $195,000—Three developed 
lots with king of the hill building sites! 360 degree views, water 
& electricity already there! Owners are selling all 3 lots 
together for one price. Owner financing available, too. Placitas 
Realty 505-867-8000, Dave Harper 505-263-2266 placitas-
dave@gmail.com. 

OFF-THE-GRID LAND!—$19,000—Beautiful, off-the-grid 
lot in Placitas, adjacent to thousands of acres of public land! No 
utilities, but few neighbors! Less than 1/4 mile off paved road. 
Call Dave Harper, Placitas Realty 505-867-8000 or 505-263-
2266 placitasdave@gmail.com.

BUDAGHERS—11 ACRES-$165,000—Acreage located 
between Albuquerque and Santa Fe. Already platted as 2 lots, 
but could easily be divided into up to 5 lots! Includes well & 
electric. Few restrictions, but mobile homes are not allowed. 
Secluded, but with easy access to I-25. Dave Harper 505-263-
2266, Placitas Realty 505-867-8000 placitasdave@gmail.com.

REBUILDING TOGETHER SANDOVAL COUNTY  
854 Camino Don Tomas, #2, Bernalillo, 87004 

OPEN to public: Saturdays only, 10 AM to 2 PM  
New items arriving weekly. Masks required. 

Deliver charity donations to facility  
during store hours on Saturdays, or call 896-3041,   

or email: help@rebuildingtogethersandoval.org. 
Donations are tax deductible as allowed by law.  

We will provide you with a tax receipt. 

HEALTH  /  S P I R I T

H E L P  WANTED

LEGAL S

S ERV ICE S

NEW HORIZON LANDSCAPE 
Landscaping ~ Mowing ~ Maintenance 

Yard Clean Ups ~ Trimming ~ and more! 
FREE ESTIMATES! 

CALL (505) 620-0219

BLOOMING  
NATIVE GARDENS 

PROFESSIONAL  
XERISCAPE DESIGN,  

INSTALLATION  
& MAINTENANCE  

NOW SCHEDULING !! 
Extensive plant knowledge •  Over 30+ yrs experience 

• 10% off labor for new Placitas customers  
Call today to schedule an estimate 

505-440-0875 
bloomingnative@gmail.com 

Recommended by Angie • Placitas resident • Lic/Ins

RIVER STONE CATE CLARK MASSAGE THERAPY  
MT#4607 is NM Safe Certified and Certified Member ABMP.  

Covid-vaccinated  and committted to all our health.  
Open Tues.-Fri. by appointment. Located in the Village of Placitas. 

riverstonecate.com • Call to schedule—505-401-4015

Reiki by January  
"Helping you find your path to healing." 

msjanuaryh@gmail.com • 806-239-9809 cell

State of New Mexico in the Probate Court, Sandoval County. In the 
matter of the estate of Phyllis Murphy deceased. No. SCPB-2021-

178. NOTICE TO CREDITORS. Notice is hereby given that the under-
signed has been appointed personal representative of the estate of the 
decedent. All persons having claims against the estate of the decedent 
are required to present their claims within four (4) months after the 
date of this publication of published notice to creditors or the claims 
will be forever barred. Claims must be presented either to the under-

signed personal representative at the address listed below, or filed  
with the Probate Court of Sandoval County, New Mexico, located at  

the following address: PO Box 40, Bernalillo, NM 87004. 
Signed, John L. Murphy, personal representative of Phyllis Murphy,  

PO Box 342, Socorro, NM 87801, 575-418-8399.

Fall feels Better 
with an Empty Septic Tank

Jim’s ABR Septic 
505.315.5000



         DAVE’S  
BOBCAT SERVICE 
Dirt Removal  
Trash Haul • Grading 
Tree/Brush Removal 
Gravel • Driveways 
Snow Removal • Backhoe 

Call 505-264-1062

Licensed  
& Insured

“Serving Sandoval 
County since 1996”

Firewood for Sale 
Horse stall 
Clean-Up!

S ERV ICE S

Painting by 
United Services 

Residential • Commercial 
All Paints & Refinishes • Int./Ext. 

General Maintenance 
Handyman • Stucco Repairs

505.250.6646 
Licensed, Insured & Bonded
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!No job too small 
FREE ESTIMATES! 
Call Scott 600-2394
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”CIRCULAR 
MAZE” 

A stereogram  
by GARY PRIESTER 

TO VIEW THE STEREOGRAM:  
Hold the image close to your  

wide open eyes and look “through”  

the image, not focusing on it, then  

slowly move the image away  

maintaining the blurred focus.  

Let your brain work to see the  

hidden image in 3D. Visit: 

facebook.com/Eyetricks3DStereograms  

to see images that change each week  

or visit: eyetricks-3d-stereograms.com.

NEW MEXICO RUBBISH REMOVAL 
WEEKLY TRASH SERVICE 

• Serving the Placitas Area 
• Bi-weekly recycling available 
• Offering assistance  
   to elderly & disabled 
• Placitas owned & operated 

Call Jon Dominguez • 239-3971

O'HARA PAINTING—Quality craftsmanship. Professional 
service. Clean and efficient. Low VOC paint products. Insured. 
Check references at nextdoor.com. Call Kieran O'Hara for a 
free estimate.  505-699-6253.

A Friendly Reminder . . . 
from Placitan  

Jim’s ABR SEPTIC, (A Better Rate) 

Emergency Septic Service 
Always Saving the Day! And we’re local! 

FREE filter & enzymes with service.  
FREE tank locates.

Call 867-5594. 
Text friendly 505-315-5000. 

Call/Text Anytime—Same Day Service 

Owner Operator  
35 yrs. exp.

Lic./Bonded/Insured
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By Felix Clovelly©
When it comes to hard water, 

residents of New Mexico know 
what’s up. The water is very 
hard and is really damaging to 
our plumbing!  Not to mention 
the dried out skin and hair and 
reduced efficiency coming from 
the water heater. But we don’t 
have to live with it. Instead, call 
Larry Brown. With 26 years’ 
experience and thousands of 
satisfied customers, he preaches 
a healthier, energy-efficient and 
economically sound alternative: 
GMX water treatment.

“We believe first that what-
ever we do to solve one problem 
should not cause others, for the 
environment or for our custom-
ers” says Brown. “This means 
no salt added to the water, no 
water wasted in the treatment 
process, no high-maintenance 
equipment and no ongoing 
operating costs!”

He continues, “And we also 
strongly believe it is far better 
to invest in this preventative 
maintenance system one time 
instead of paying the price over 
and over again for plumbing 
repairs, faucet and shower head 
replacements, and dishwasher 
and water heater failures.”

How? GMX water treatment 
uses magnetic technology to 
change the way minerals crystal-
lize in water, ultimately leaving 
less residue and mineral scale, 
and more effective soap, sham-
poo and detergents. Unlike salt 
softeners, the patented GMX 
equipment uses a chemical-free 
process that requires no sodium 
or potassium, making it safe for 
people with heart and blood 
pressure issues, and for plants, 
pets and septic systems, says 
Brown. It also operates with-
out electricity so it does not 
increase your utility bills. “There 
are no moving parts, and the 
magnets themselves are stability 
tested and rated to only lose 
3% of their intensity over 125 
years,” he notes. “The equip-
ment requires zero maintenance 
and never has to be repaired or 
replaced.”

Larry and his wife, Ruthie, 

were introduced to the tech-
nology and became customers 
of the product in their own 
home over 27 years ago. “Ruthie 
immediately loved how much 
better her shampoo worked and 
the softness of her hair,” recalls 
Brown. “Within a week, she 
noticed the shower walls were 
easier to clean and I noticed 
the water from our old electric 
water heater was getting hotter. 
We still have that ancient water 
heater and I haven’t even had to 
change a heating element in 27 
years!”

Calcium is hard on your 
plumbing, says Brown. “It forms 
a layered crystalline structure 
that turns to rock inside your 
pipes,” he explains. “But after 
exposure to the GMX magnetic 
field, calcium crystallizes differ-
ently.”

After having the system 
installed in their own home and 
seeing results with their own 
eyes, Larry and Ruthie become 
owners and operators of R&L 
Enterprises, New Mexico’s pre-
mier GMX dealer.  Brown has 
now been working for nearly 
three decades with customers in 
New Mexico, including home-
owners, businesses, apartments, 
hotels and schools, and he has a 

and I don’t have to add bleach 
or other treatments. It’s obvi-
ous the magnets are doing their 
job. We highly recommend the 
GMX water system.”

Brown and his team are con-
fident that customers will be 
happy with the efficient, safe 
and maintenance-free GMX 
water system, which he says 
takes between two and three 
hours to install. Brown gives 
every customer a full, one-year,  
money-back guarantee based on 
your satisfaction with the bene-
fits in your home.

So, if you are tired of suf-
fering from hard water issues 
around the home, if you believe 
in preventing those problems 
instead of paying to repair them 
over and over again, then take 
the next step today and call 
Larry Brown at 505-250-7754.

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

98 percent success rate.
That success rate is what 

led Albuquerque homeowners 
Linda Vigil-Lopez and Dan 
Lopez to have the GMX water 
system installed. “The entire 
process of having the GMX 
water system installed was effi-
cient, thorough and profession-
al,” says Linda. “The results have 
been wonderful, and you see the 
benefits immediately. I turned 
on the shower the next day 
and it felt soft like rainwater, as 
opposed to the usual softening 
systems where water feels oily 
and soapy. The water tastes real-
ly good and you don’t notice the 
buildup around the fixtures.” 

Additionally, Linda says 
she has only been using half of 
the typical amount of laundry 
detergent. “The clothes come 
out cleaner and fresh smelling, 

What’s Up With New Mexico’s Hard Water?
GMX Has Your Solution

The whole-house GMX treatment begins with a series of magnets installed on the main 

cold water supply line (top left). If the main line is not easily accessible, burying the mag-

nets on the main line by the meter is a highly effective installation (bottom left). Another 

series of magnets is installed as a booster treatment after the hot water heater (right).

Your Next Step?
For a FREE Estimate 

or an Information Package
Call 250-7754 or 
800-406-0469

Senior
& Military 
Discounts  
Available

or email Larry@GMXInternational.com


